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Renovations 
not deterred by 
winter weather
By Lauren Wholley ’04
Asst. News Editor
Each year, when the weather 
begins to get colder, Providence 
College goes through a variety 
of changes. As the campus 
squirrels frantically 
CAMPUS gather nuts, stu 
NEWS dents scramble to 
finish their school 
work in preparation for their 
own kind of hibernation: win 
ter break. However, while most 
of the campus sleeps between 
Christmas and the start of the 
spring semester, the Office of 
Finance and Business contin 
ues to oversee the major 
projects involved in PC’s Mas 
ter Space Plan.
The 2003 fall semester has 
been a time of rapid develop 
ment for the College with re 
gard to the ongoing renovation 
and construction projects on 
campus. Mark Rapoza, Direc 
tor of Business and Strategy, is 
deeply involved with the reno 
vation process and has a good 
idea where construction will be 
when school resumes in Janu 
ary.
One anticipated part of the 
plan is the construction of the 
Center for the Arts and the suite 
—style residence hall on lower 
campus. Rapoza explained that 
the goal is to enclose the struc 
tures before the snow, so that 
interior work can continue dur 
ing the winter.
However, there are a vari 
ety of lesser-known projects 
that are directly connected to 
the permit process for these two 
buildings.- According to 
Rapoza, the College is about to 
begin working on a drainage 
system on lower campus to deal 
with possible ice and snow run 
off caused by the construction. 
“As part of obtaining permits 
for the projects, we needed a 
storm water drainage plan. 
There are a lot of regulatory 
factors involved, even though 
we are a private institution,” he 
said.
Another aspect of the Mas 
ter Space Plan that has been af 
fected by the construction of 
the new buildings is the Col 
lege-owned Valueland property 
on Smith Street. This was an 
issue of controversy last year 
as the College was trying to 
acquire the off-campus prop 
erty to build athletic fields. So 
far this year, nothing has been 
done to the land, causing the 
college community to question 
whether or not it is going to be 
used at all.
“Our plans are still to make 
that practice fields,” Rapoza 
said. Currently, the College’s 
use of the Valueland property 
is reliant on the completion of 
the buildings on lower campus.
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Ray Cafeteria: Fit or Fat?
NICOLE COURNOYER '05/The Cowl
Chris Paddock ’07 (left) and Tyler Brown ’07 (right) enjoy a meal at Ray Cafeteria.
By Meghan Welsh ’06
News Staff
With over 5,000 individual 
meals served every day at 
Raymond Hall Cafeteria, there 
is no question that Providence 
College stud- 
ents eat massive 
FEATURE amounts of food 
in the dining 
hall. In between classes and 
activities, hundreds of burgers, 
sandwiches, and slices of pizza 
are consumed. Most do not 
consider whether the food they 
are eating is healthy for them 
or not, even though they eat 
their meals there every day. 
When it comes down to it, just 
how healthy is the food in 
Raymond Hall cafeteria, and 
what improvements are being 
made to follow the trends of 
today’s health-conscious 
society?
Craig Wallach, Assistant 
Manager of Raymond Hall 
Cafeteria, explained that the 
nutritional value of food served 
is constantly a concern for 
Sodexho Food Services. He 
said that they try to keep the 
food as healthy for students as 
possible, recognizing that 
Raymond Hall food comprises 
the daily diet of many students 
on campus.
He also noted that 
providing nutritious and 
healthy food was a strong focus 
during the renovations to 
Raymond Hall this past 
summer. These changes will 
continue during phase two of 
these renovations, set to begin 
this coming summer after 
students have finished classes.
“The second phase of 
renovations this summer will 
expand the size of the seating 
and food preparation areas, 
which will allow us to offer 
healthier options,” Wallach 
said. “The salad bar will be 
expanded to include more items 
like it used to have before the 
renovations.” He also noted that 
further renovations will allow 
them the capacity to offer a 
larger variety of healthy entrees, 
especially more vegetarian 
offerings for students who do 
not eat meat.
Wallach also pointed out that 
one of the answers to providing 
healthier food was the Theme 
Cuisine station, a salad bar 
alternative for students looking 
for more than a basic salad. 
Grilled chicken, humus, and 
fresh fruit salads are a healthy, 
low-fat alternative to other food. 
Wallach said that this station has 
become increasingly popular 
throughout the semester. They 
have also tried to add at least 
one low-fat entree to the 
Classics station at each meal.
Kate Souza ’05 said, “The 
fruit and salads there are 
definitely something I go for 
when I am trying to balance out 
my meals so that they are 
healthier and well-balanced.”
These meals are prepared for 
students courtesy of the 
Sodexho Recipe Book, the
database of everything served 
by Sodexho Food Service in 
Raymond Dining Hall. Included 
in this recipe book are all of the 
ingredients of dishes made and 
the nutritional value of these 
foods, including their calories, 
fat, protein, and vitamin 
content.
While this information has 
been available to students in the 
past, much of it disappeared this 
year because of the renovations, 
which eliminated the front 
corner where the nutritional 
information was always kept. 
Most nutritional information is 
not available to students, though
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this will change for the 2004- 
2005.
“We will be adding a 
Health and Wellness Station, 
with the nutritional infor 
mation of the 85 percent of 
Raymond Dining Hall’s menu 
that is made by standardized 
recipes,” Wallach said.
Taking student health 
concerns seriously when it 
comes to their food is so 
important that Kathleen 
Johnson, a dietician who visits 
schools in the region, will be 
returning to Providence 
College next semester after her
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A&E
“Oops she did it again.” Britney Spears re­
leased a new album — and Dan Devine
releases his digust and dismay.
PAGE 13
A&E
It’s time for the annual wish lists, and of course, 
the Staff Christmas Photo. (Don’t shoot your 


















4th Annual Fashion 
Show “Threads of 
Truth” in ‘64 Hall. 
After party to 
follow in McPhail’s
3:00-5:00 p.m.







Fall Dance Concert 
in ‘64 Hall
2:00 p.m.
Fall Dance Concert in 
‘64 Hall
1:00-4:00 p.m.
Providence Bruins am 
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Rash of theft and 
vandalism strikes PC
Recently, the Providence 
College campus has seen an in­
crease in burglary as both indi­
vidual students and student or­
ganizations have had property 
stolen.
By definition, burglary is an 
unlawful act that includes 
breaking and entering with the 
intent to steal property, while 
larceny and theft are the actual 
acts of taking someone else’s 
property.
Since September, a number 
of items have been burglarized 
from both residences and aca­
demic buildings. A computer 
printer was reported missing 
from Howley Hall in late Sep­
tember and approximately a 
week later a camera was stolen 
from Veritas, the school year­
book organization. On Nov. 5 
a laptop computer was burglar­
ized from a Meagher Hall dorm 
room.
The Cowl also had a digital 
camera stolen from its office in 
October. When staff realized
the camera was missing, the 
theft was reported to the Office 
of Safety and Security.
Major John J. Leyden, Jr., 
Executive Director of Public 
Safety and Security on Campus, 
said that these were “isolated 
incidents,” but acknowledged 
the reality of larceny and theft 
on campus.
Maj. Leyden stressed that 
the occurrence of such crimes 
would be lower “if both stu 
dents and staff are more diligent 
in securing their valuables.”
The Office of Residence Life 
and the Office of Safety and 
Security offered similar advice 
in mandatory awareness semi 
nars over the course of this se 
mester, strongly advising stu 
dents living in dorms and apart 
ments to lock their doors when 
ever they leave their rooms and 
not to prop open doors.
Nonetheless, victims of bur 
glary are upset at the loss of 
personal property. Jill Fortier 
’06, a member of the Provi 
dence College swim team, had 
two rings stolen from her locker 
in the Peterson women’s locker
Aside from burglary, there 
have also been numerous inci 
dences of damaged property, 
specifically broken windows. 
Though Maj. Leyden said that
room in September.
“It upsets me that my things 
aren’t even safe in a private 
locker,” said Fortier, who filed 
a formal police report follow 
ing the incident.
According to the College’s 
Cleary Act Statistics, the num 
ber of burglaries steadily in 
creased from 23 to 37 over a two 
year period from 1999-2001.
Last year’s statistics report a 
total of 28 burglaries from the 
14 various residence halls and 
apartments. Though they show 
a decrease from 2001, it is still 
important for students to exhibit 
common discretion and take 
proper precautions.
Students can register valu 
able or expensive property with 
the Office of Safety and Secu 
rity, provided the items — like 
cameras, computers, and bi 
cycles — have serial numbers. 
The Office of Safety and Secu 
rity maintains a database that 
can enter these serial numbers 
into the National Crime Infor 
mation Center to increase the 
chance of reclaiming stolen 
property.
there has been “no particular 
rash of violence,’’ it is still a fi 
nancial burden.
—Megan Comerford ’06
A window in Slavin was shattered by vandals.
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Giving “accredit” where “accredit” is due
By Michael J. Massey ’06 
Senior News Staff
The business departments of 
Providence College are moving 
toward their long-time goal of 
becoming an accredited 
 member of 
FACULTY the association 
ACADEMICS  iation to 
Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business 
(AACSB). Nearly one third of 
all business schools are 
accredited by this association, 
and the process will place PC 
in the same competitive 
category as Boston College, 
The University of California at 
Los Angeles (UCLA), and Yale 
University, to name a few.
"We are at the beginning of 
the process,” said Dr. Teodros 
Getachew, Assistant Professor 
of Management. Getachew is 
the Special Assistant for the 
AASCB accreditation process. 
“Usually, [the accreditation 
process] can take between five 
or seven years...we will be 
towards the longer end, I 
suspect.”
Among the programs that 
make up PC’s business program 
are the Management, Mar­
keting, Finance, and Accoun 
tancy Departments, along with 
the Masters of Business 
Administration (MBA) pro­
gram and any business courses 
taught through the School of 
Continuing Education.
AACSB was organized in 
1916 by 17 founding schools, 
according to the AACSB 
website, www.aacsb.edu. The
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A student waits outside the business department.located in Koffler Hall Providence College is applying for accreditation 
through the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business.
association focuses on inc­
reasing the amount of research 
done in the business field 
through its membership 
requirements. The not-for-profit 
organization is “devoted to the 
promotion and improvement of 
higher education in business 
administration and manage­
ment.”
PC is in the early stage of 
application, which should take 
about a year. This stage involves 
developing a mission statement 
for the program as a whole from 
which the accreditation process 
can then branch out.
“PC has a strong identity as 
a Catholic liberal arts college,” 
said Getachew. “Can the 
business program place itself in 
a position to leverage these 
strengths? This allows [the 
business program] to find its 
identity and to distinguish its 
program.”
Getachew went on to say 
that in order for PC to become 
accredited, necessary changes 
in the curriculum must be 
implemented. “Over the years, 
each department has gone its 
own way.” Between two 
departments, there may be
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“PC meets Providence” Mayor Cicilline
By Mallary Jean Tenore ’07
News Staff
The first session of “PC 
meets Providence” began 
Monday with a visit 
fromProvidence Mayor David 
N. Cicilline. 
TOWN &    Sponsored by the 
GOWN Board of Pro 
grammers, “PC 
meets Providence” is an activity 
designed for students to hear 
influential leaders speak about 
the city of Providence. Cathy 
Bert '77. owner of Bert Gallery 
on South Water St., and George 
Donnelly, head of the Prov 
idence Council on Tourism, 
were also guest speakers.
The event, which was held 
on the fourth floor of Feinstein, 
attracted a crowd of only about 
40 students. Rev. Phillip A. 
Smith, O.P., President of 
Providence College, gave a 
welcoming address in which he 
praised Cicilline and his accom 
plishments as the 36lh mayor of 
Providence.
“[Mayor Cicilline] has taken 
over during a very difficult 
time,” said Rev. Smith. “He has 
fashioned a vision that will be 
great for every citizen of the 
city.”
In his succinct 25-minute 
speech, Mayor Cicilline 
focused primarily on the 
involvement of college students 
in social and political activities 
throughout the city.
“I want to break the thinking 
that somehow the government 
works independently and that it 
solves problems individually,” 
he said. “The city faces some 
really incredible challenges 
that we won’t meet if we don’t 
engage the whole city.”
Mayor Cicilline con 
gratulated Providence College 
students for making crucial 
steps toward understanding the 
importance of helping the 
government and the com 
munity. He pointed out that 
more than 2,000 PC students 
volunteered in community 
service programs last year.
The mayor advised those 
students who think they do not 
have enough time to help the 
city to find the time. “I 
encourage you to recognize that 
you are a part of this commun 
ity and that you have respon 
sibilities in this city. . . nearly 
everyone is just as busy as you 
are,” he said. “We want to 
move the city forward. . . 
students don’t always think 
about getting involved in the 
city around them.”
Paying particularly close 
attention to the recent 
economic developments in 
Providence, Mayor Cicilline 
said it is important for students 
to realize the work that is being 
done to improve the economy. 
He mentioned the city’s New 
Investment Program which will 
institute investment strategies 
for each of the 25 neighbor 
hoods in Providence. This two- 
year process is expected to 
promote the well-being and 
development of the city’s 
neighborhoods.
Such efforts to strengthen 
the economy have helped make 
Providence an emblem of
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President of the College, Rev. Philip A. Smith, O.P., meets with Providence Mayor David 
Cicilline. Cicilline visited the campus to field students’ questions about the city.
influence and hope.
“As we continue to promote 
the economy of the city, 
Providence has really started to 
lead cities throughout the 
country in the new economy,” 
he said.
One of the ways in which 
Providence has strengthened its 
reputation is through the 
integration of the arts in the 
city. Mayor Cicilline referred to 
a Sept. 9 New York Times article 
in which Providence, often 
called “The Renaissance City,” 
was referred to as “a mecca for 
tourism and the arts.”
And this mecca is flour 
ishing. According to the mayor, 
there are 28 different arts and 
cultural facilities thriving in the 
city of Providence. These 
facilities, such as the RISD 
museum and the various art 
galleries throughout the city, 
provide more than 15,000 jobs 
— the profits of which yield a 
payroll of $280 million.
When asked about colleges 
having to pay taxes — a notion 
that has been considered by 
administrations in the past — 
Mayor Cicilline said that 
Providence will remain a tax- 
exempt city. A recent 
agreement has been made, he 
said, between the city of 
Providence and Brown 
University, Johnson and Wales, 
Providence College, and RISD 
in which the colleges will make 
voluntary payments to the city 
in lieu of government taxes.
CICILLINE/Page 6
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Nutrition: how calorie-happy is your tray at Ray?
continued from front page
maternity leave is complete. Johnson 
will be available during dinner hours to 
discuss dietary concerns with students 
and will also be available via email to 
answer any questions that students may 
have about what they are eating.
“The dietician is also very helpful to 
students who have specific dietary needs, 
such as food allergies,” Wallach said. 
“We are then able to work out a healthy 
diet for the student based on what they 
can eat.”
A similar resource is available to 
students through Sodexho’s website. 
Entitled "Choices for Good Health," the 
website features food facts, healthy 
recipes, a question and answer page with 
a dietician, and numerous tips for college 
students on how to maintain a healthy 
diet.
The website focuses on the element 
of choice in many college dining 
facilities. While some colleges serve 
their food a la carte, most have buffet­
style cafeterias like PC. A student may 
eat whatever they want and have as much 
of it as they would like. Part of healthy 
eating in an atmosphere like Raymond 
Dining Hall has to do with making the 
right choices.
Many of the most popular foods at 
Raymond Dining Hall include pizza, 
burgers, and macaroni with cheese. 
While Sodexho claims to provide the 
healthiest versions of these foods as 
possible, having a cheeseburger for 
every meal is obviously not healthy.
A cheeseburger from Raymond 
Dining Hall contains 22.7 grams of fat 
and 204.3 calories from fat alone. A 
single slice of pepperoni pizza has 10.8 
grams of fat. Macaroni with cheese 
proves to be one of the most fattening 
options, along with all other pastas in 
creamy sauces. Six oz. of macaroni with 
cheese has 3 1 grams of fat and 279 
calories just from the fat in the dish, 
never mind the rest of the calories. Just
The salad bar at Ray is a favorite of students looking to create a healthier 
version of a cafeteria meal.
to compare, a “Big Mac” from 
McDonald’s has 32.5 grams of fat, not 
much more than the dining hall’s 
macaroni with cheese.
While some of these items may not 
be low in fat or healthy, there are healthy 
food options available at Ray, as long 
as one chooses to eat the right things. A 
cup of white rice, which is usually 
available in the Classics section, has 
only 0.3 grams of fat, three calories from 
fat, and 197 calories. Covered with some 
vegetables or chicken, this is a very 
healthy meal. Plain pasta is a similar 
option, containing only 0.9 grams of fat, 
eight calories from fat, and 205 calories. 
Covering it with tomato sauce and 
avoiding cheese makes this another low- 
fat Raymond Dining Hall option. A 
simple turkey sandwich without 
mayonnaise has fewer than five grams 
of fat.
Some foods can be tricky in planning 
a healthy meal. Acup of salad with low- 
fat dressing has only 25 calories if one 
should choose to have this instead of 
French fries every day. This nutritional 
value, however, only applies if one eats 
plain salad with low-fat dressing. 
Lettuce piled high with cheese, pasta 
salads with a mayonnaise base, and 
croutons can be even worse than a burger. 
Eliminating croutons or cheese from a 
salad can cut down the fat by over 70 
percent. The low-fat cottage cheese or 
kidney beans offered on the salad bar are 
a better alternative with less fat and more 
protein.
The same goes for dessert. Cookies 
and cakes are a big part of Raymond 
Dining Hall’s desert options, but many 
health-conscious students opt for soft- 
serve frozen yogurt instead. Soft-serve 
frozen yogurt may be low fat, but can 
still contain up to 4.3 grams of fat in each 
half of a cup. While this is less than ice 
cream or other deserts, it is still 
misleading as many students perceive it 
as a fat-free alternative to dessert. It is 
not, especially when piled high with 
granola, chocolate chips, or Oreo 
cookies.
Wallach said that student requests 
are very important to planning meals, but 
that sometimes the healthiest of choices 
do not work out. While a few students 
may ask for something in particular, the 
food must appeal to the tastes of other 
students in order to remain on the menu. 
However, students still seem to be asking 
for healthier options.
“Having organic food would be 
awesome, like if they had an organic fruit 
bar or organic milk,” said Elizabeth 
Clark ’06 said-. “They don’t have enough 
stuff like that.”
John Lewis ’07 also noted that he 
sometimes has trouble finding meat that 
he likes when he goes to Raymond Hall 
for a meal, as he does not eat burgers. “I 
don’t like meat covered in barbecue 
sauce or put in with pasta in creamy 
sauces. It would be cool just to have 
some plain chicken to make sandwiches 
with and put on salads.”
Wallach noted that unusual food 
requests, especially for certain health 
foods, are considered and often included 
into the menu but that many of these 
healthy items “just sit there.” Last year, 
for example, tofu was added to the menu 
and was not a popular dish. It was later 
eliminated. The same goes for cheese­
less pizza, which did not become a 
favorite with students.
“What is sometimes perceived as 
being in demand is sometimes only eaten 
by a very small number of students, 
which makes it very hard for us to serve,” 
Wallach admitted. “When it comes down 
to it, most people don’t like tofu. Pizza 
and chicken fingers just taste better and 
they are what most of the students choose 
to eat.”
With as many meals as Raymond 
Dining Hall serves in a day, it is almost 
impossible to keep everyone happy with 
the food offered. Wallach spoke of the 
challenges of keeping as many students 
as possible satisfied with the food and 
said that they try to include food into the 
menu that caters to the general student 
body.
“Everyone has to be fed,” Wallach 
said, “and sometimes it is hard to please 
them all. What I can promise is that we 
will continue to listen to the input of the 
students that eat here and make their food 
as nutritious as possible.”
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Construction: master plan gives the College a facelift
continued from front page
“When we presented our plans 
for the Center for the Arts and 
Residence Hall to the city, we 
agreed that we would do every 
thing we could to prevent a 
negative impact to the neighbor 
hood,” Rapoza said.
One of the city’s concerns 
was increased traffic and park 
ing on Eaton Street and the sur 
rounding area. The College’s 
solution was to have an off-site 
parking facility for construction 
workers and machinery if park 
ing or traffic problems surfaced. 
“Now. Valueland is being used 
more for a potential parking 
lot," Rapoza said.
Although the College has not 
used the lot for parking as of yet, 
Rapoza explained the impor 
tance of having the property 
available for that purpose. 
“Valueland is in our back pocket 
in order to adhere to our agree 
ment with the City. We will be 
able to start making progress on 
the property once the other 
projects are closer to comple 
tion," he said.
Despite the major construc 
tion on lower campus and its 
associated work, there are some 
smaller projects that will have 
a large impact on campus safety 
and aesthetics.
Walking between the St. 
Martin House and Phillips Me 
morial Library, students may 
notice plots of uprooted earth. 
According to Rapoza, four new 
lights are going to be put along 
this pathway in the next couple 
of weeks.
“Lighting on campus is an 
ongoing project. We are look 
ing at where lighting has to be 
upped,” Rapoza said. This in 
cludes walking around campus 
after dark and at different times 
of the year in order to determine 
which style and strength of light 
would be most appropriate.
There are also changes tak 
ing place across the street from 
campus. William M. Harris 
House, a large historical home 
at 178 Eaton Street that is 
owned by the College, has been 
undergoing renovations this se­
mester. The Victorian-style 
home, which has been empty 
since last year, will find a use 
in the near future. “We’re 
bringing the house up to code 
and giving it a facelift so it can 
be used as Dominican housing,” 
Rapoza said.
Although the interior of the 
house is having work done, one 
noticeable difference has been 
a new paint job. “Those are 
actually the original colors of 
the house...We tried to get it 
back to the way it was in 1888,” 
Rapoza said. The project is ex 
pected to be complete by next 
semester.
The Phillips Memorial Li 
brary has seen a variety of 
changes throughout the fall se 
mester as well. Rapoza expects 
phase one, which includes the 
completion of the main level 
offices, updated lighting, and 
the construction of the elevator, 
to be completed by the start of 
second semester.
Despite the slow down that 
most would expect from the 
winter weather, the College will 
continue to see changes 
throughout this year. “We've 
got a lot going on...we’re al 
ways planning,” Rapoza said.
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(Above) Valueland remains a 
parking lot surrounded by 
fencing. According to a deal 
with the city, the lot will 
temporarily serve as addi 
tional parking for construc 
tion equipment and vehicles 
while the campus is being 
renovated. The city has | 
raised concerns about 
converting Valueland into an 
athletic field because the 
property would then become 
untaxable. (Right) Harris 
House, currently under 
going aesthetic renovations 
will become a home for  
Dominican Friars. Both 
Valueland and Harris House 
have been owned by the 
College for several years.
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Hours during Reading and Exam
December 9 - December 22 
Phillips Memorial Library
Periods
Tue.,Dec. 09........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 a.m.Wed.,Dec. 10........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 a.m.Thu.,Dec. 11........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 a.m.Fri. ,Dec. 12........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 a.m.Sat.,Dec. 13........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.Sun.,Dec. 14........................... ................ 10:00 a.m.-1:00 a.m.Mon.,Dec. 15........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 a.m.Tue.,Dec. 16........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 a.m.wed.,Dec. 17........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 a.m.Thu ., Dec 18........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 a.m.Fri.,Dec. 19........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 a.m.Sat.,Dec. 20........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.Sun.,Dec. 21........................... ................ 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.Mon.,Dec. 22........................... ................ 8:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.
Tips for Dealing with Stress
As the end of the semester nears and exams start, here 
are some tips to dealing with the stress!
1. Get enough rest and sleep.
2. Exercise, even if it means just to go out and go for a walk.
3. Take a break from the work and relax with your friends.
4. Be sure to make time to do something that you enjoy doing.
Brought to you by S.T.E.P. 1
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Cicilline:
continued from page 3
The Mayor mentioned that 
Providence is currently in the 
middle of a planning process in 
which recreation centers will be 
added to elementary and middle 
schools. To make this vision 
possible, the city will obtain a 
$5 million grant from the 
Wallace Foundation, a private 
foundation whose mission is to 
. cultivate the educational growth 
of students.
In response to a student’s 
question about how the city’s 
$59 billion deficit will be 
handled. Mayor Cicilline said 
that he and his administration 
are working at great lengths to
Providence is a role model for other cities
restore the fiscal integrity of 
Providence. He noted that the 
budget gap can be lessened 
through an increase in taxes and 
savings and through the 
I encourage you to 
recognize that you are a 
part of this community 
and that you have 
responsibilities in this 
city.
Mayor Cicilline
allocation of state resources.
Mayor Cicilline said that as 
college students become more 
acclimated with the living 
environment of Providence, 
they should exert their right to 
vote. He advised students to 
register to vote in Rhode Island 
instead of their native state.
Following Mayor Cicilline’s 
speech, guest speakers Cathy 
Bert and George Donnelly 
spoke briefly about the 
opportunities students can 
utilize in exploration of the arts. 
“Providence is one of the 
most important thinking tanks 
in the country,” said Bert. She 
asked that students take 
advantage of the cultural 
resources Providence has to 
offer, specifically Gallery Night 
— a free event which allows 
students to take the trolley to 
various galleries throughout 
Providence.
Elaborating on Bert’s words, 
Donnelly stated that the 
Providence Council of Tourism 
will soon join the Providence 
Warwick Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, an organization 
committed to the economic 
growth of the city. This 
integration will promote the 
increased number of rec­
reational opportunities in 
Providence. Donnelly said that 
the Council is currently trying 
to create an event similar to 
Water Fire that can be held in 
the winter. The details of these 
plans, he said, have not yet been 
decided.
Students shared positive 
remarks about the Mayor’s visit 
and the start of “PC Meets 
Providence.”
“I think it was great that we 
got the mayor here,” said Nora 
Kilkelly ’04. “We definitely 
have the potential to have all 
different representatives from 
the city come here.”
Allie Auger ’06, offered 
similar thoughts. “I thought it 
was an excellent resource, and 
I just wish more students had 
come. . . It’s good for students 
to be involved in the city,” she 
said.
Business: department lacks national accreditation
continued from page 3
courses that have different 
names but may teach virtually 
the same material. Or, for 
another example, within a 
department, a course taught by 
different professors may cover 
different material. “There are 
inconsistencies in the cur­
riculum that will have to be 
addressed." said Getachew.
Since the AACSB also 
emphasizes the need for 
research in the field of business, 
there may be other structural 
changes made to the business 
departments as well. “[The 
accreditation] will strengthen 
our relationship with the 
business community,” said 
Getachew. “We are in an 
economically viable com­
munity and we need to include 
that portion.”
PC may be working toward 
this business accreditation 
because of the new level of 
competitiveness the school has 
experienced over the past few 
years. “We don’t want to be like 
‘them’,” said Getachew, 
describing other competitive 
colleges that have the business 
accreditation. “There is a 
growing sense that PC has a 
distinct strength and there is a 
great opportunity to create 
something distinct and very 
exciting,” he said.
“I look at it as the natural 
evolution of PC,” said Dr. 
Harold B. Tamule, Finance 
Department Chair and Assoc­
iate Professor of Finance. “This 
accreditation membership has 
become very popular...we 
ought to have it.”
Students may be open to the 
idea of accreditation as well. 
“Absolutely,” said Dave Gahan 
’06, when asked if he supported 
the accreditation for the 
business majors. “If they 
synthesized everything it would 
be a much better program.”
The accreditation may not 
only aid PC students in their un­
dergraduate careers, but may 
also improve their chances of 
being admitted to other highly 
competitive MBA or other 
graduate programs.
“Future employers are look­
ing for students with a diverse 
educational background,” 
Gahan said.
Over the next two years in 
the application process, the 
school will have two plans. The 
first is the accreditation plan, 
and the second is the strategic 
plan.
According to Getachew, the 
accreditation plan will describe 
how PC “will meet the 
standards of accreditation” with 
the association. This will 
involve any changes in the 
faculty and the services 
provided by the departments. 
The strategic plan will describe 
“what we will do after the 
accreditation” continued 
Getachew. “Then we will 
formally enter the candidacy 
stage...during this process our 
quality is steadily improving.”
“The difference between 
now and the future,” said 
Tamule, is “the amalgamation 
of the business departments into 
one unit.”
“The accreditation is the end 
process,” said Getachew. “But 
as the school embarks [on the 
process] the school will 
improve itself.”
Notice From the 
Office of Safety 
and Security:
• The Office of Safety 
and Security reminds 
students that vehicles 
cannot be parked on 
campus without proper 
permit. Unauthorized 
students should not 
plan to bring their cars 
back after Thanksgiv­
ing break as they will 
be towed from campus 
at the owner’s ex­
pense. Thank you for 
your cooperation.
• Would the student 
responsible for striking 
the rear quarter of the 
Chevy Lumina parked 
in Raymond Lot on 
Sept. 30, 2003 please 
contact the Office of 
Safety and Security. 
Further information is 
required for the report. 
Thank you.
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Don’t worry if Santa lets you down this year... 
The Cowl will be there during Winter Break.
Check the online issue updates at 
www.thecowl.com!
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State court rules gay marriage ban illegal




The Massachusetts Supreme Court 
effectively upheld the right to gay mar 
riage in a three to four on Tuesday.
Chief Justice Margaret H. Marshall 
of the Supeme Judi- 
I cial Court wrote.
“The question before 
us is whether, con 
sistent with the Massachusetts Consti 
tution. the commonwealth may deny the 
protections, benefits and obligation con 
ferred by civil marriage to two individu 
als of the same sex who wish to marry. 
We conclude that it may not. The Mas 
sachusetts Constitution affirms the dig 
nity and equality of all individuals. It 
forbids the creation of second-class citi 
zens."
Though other states have legalized 
"domestic partnerships" or “civil 
unions." Massachusetts may become the 
first state to recognize same-sex mar 
riages as such.
The ruling said that “government at 
torneys failed to find any constitution 
ally adequate” criteria for denying the 
couples the right to marry.
Fourteen people had filed suit against 
the state in 2001. but their case was dis 
missed without going to trial in May 
2002 on grounds that the purpose of a 
marriage is procreation, and that these 
marriages will only create a financial 
burden on the state.
Governor Mitt Romney (R) immedi 
ately vowed to fight the measure, as did 
President George W. Bush, who said, “I 
will work with congressional leaders and 
others to do what is legally necessary to 
defend the sanctity of marriage.’’
Some confusion arises over the ques 
tion of what the court meant by “mar
Some states dropping presidential primaries
by Andrew Blaylock ’05 
World Staff
Several states have decided not to 
hold presidential primaries next year. 
The motivation for many of the states 
is the current fiscal crunch that some are 
   currently enduring.
POLITICS   Other state officials 
\are claiming that pri 
maries are no longer 
necessary, because the media and party 
officials often determine the nomination 
only after the first few primaries. Many 
states, instead of using the direct pri 
mary have opted or are currently con 
sidering holding party-run caucuses. 
Voters would elect delegates, who 
pledge to vote for a specific candidate 
at the national convention, whereas in a 
state primary, the candidate is directly 
elected.
However, some are arguing that cau 
cuses are not a suitable alternative to 
primaries. Curtis Gans, director of th 
Committee for the Study of the Ameri­
can Electorate, said. “Fewer voters will 
participate because caucuses are more 
complex. State politicians are freezing 
out average voters because caucuses 
bring lower turnout and more advantage 
to whoever‘s organized.”
Primaries traditionally receive about 
a 20 percent turn-out of registered vot 
ers. which is far greater than what cau 
cuses receive. “In Missouri, the 2000 
primary brought 745,000 people to the
riage.” Some analysts say that the ruling 
simply permits gay couples to have the 
legal benfits of a heterosexual marriage, 
such as property ownership, tax policies 
and child custody. Yet others say that this 
is a historical decision that will allow gay 
couples to obtain a marriage license, ef 
fectively allowing same-sex unions the 
same recognition as a traditional mar 
riage.
Bush said in a statement, “Marriage 
is a sacred institution between a man and 
a woman,” and that the ruling “violates 
this important principle.”
Ron Crews, president of the Massa 
chusetts Family Institute, said “The resi 
dents of Massachusetts and of the entire 
country should take this as a wakeup call 
and impress upon their legislators the 
importance of defining marriage in the 
state Constituion as the union of a man 
and woman.”
Most Democratic presidential candi 
dates have taken the middle ground on 
the issue. While they acknowledge the 
right of same-sex couples to have the 
same legal benefits that heterosexual 
couples have, most oppose gay marriage.
According to a CNN-USA Today- 
Gallup poll taken last month, a little more 
than one-third of Americans are in favor 
polls, while the 1996 caucus brought 
20,000,” said a-Democratic party mem­
ber.
State politicians are freezing out 
average voters because caucuses 
bring lower turnout and more 
advantage to whoever’s 
organized.
Curtis Gans, Director of the 
Committee for the Study of the 
American Electorate
Kansas, Colorado and Utah have can 
celled their primaries for the 2004 elec 
tion. In Arizona and Missouri, Demo 
cratic governors have been successful in 
blocking legislation, passed by their state 
assemblies, reinstating the primaries 
through vetoing the primary legislation 
or restoring needed funding. Many 
Democrats are worried that Republican- 
controlled state legislatures are attempt 
ing to prevent criticism of President 
George W. Bush by cancelling important 
state primaries. One Democratic party 
member said, “They don’t want a presi 
dent on the ballot when people can come 
out and make a protest.”
Republican National Committee 
spokeswoman Christine Iverson refuted 
the claim, saying that the Republican
Graphic by Sarah Long ’04
of allowing gay marriage.
The court gave the legislature 180 
days to ammend the state constitution.
As a state law, the ruling cannot be 
overturned in the United States Supreme 
Court. However, analysts say that the 
court will probably have to decide 
whether other states are obliged to rec 
ognize marriages granted in Massachu 
setts.
Massachusetts is not the first state 
to rule that banning same-sex marriage 
is unconstitutional. Similar rulings have 
been reached in Hawaii, Alaska, and 
Vermont.
In Hawaii and Alaska the rulings 
were followed by constitutional amend 
ments limiting marriage to heterosexual 
couples. In 2000, the Vermont state leg 
islature approved civil unions for same- 
sex couples.
Sources: New York Times, BBC, CNN, 
Boston Globe 
party is trying to sabotage the state pri 
mary system, “the decisions have been 
made by the states, not by the national 
party, and for them cost is the main con 
cern.”
In Utah, the states’ Democratic party 
has decided to fully fund the primary 
election. “We want to show the Utah 
Legislature they were wrong and the 
democratic process is alive in Utah,” 
said Democratic state party chairman 
Donald Dunn.
Not all Democratic governors are 
opposed to calling off their states pri 
mary. New Mexico passed a law allow 
ing parties to organize caucuses for the 
2004 election. Governor Bill 
Richardson (D) was in favor of the leg 
islation. Washington Gov. Gary Locke, 
head of the Democratic Governors As 
sociation, is calling a special session of 
the state legislature to consider cancel 
ling the state’s primary next year, “Why 
waste $7 million of scarce state 
money?,” said Governor Locke.
Many political experts are saying that 
the end of primaries has been coming 
for some time, “It started to snowball,” 
said Leslie Reynolds, executive direc 
tor of the National Association of Sec 
retaries of State. “Were spending all of 
this money, we don’t have an impact on 
the process, and people aren’t coming 
because they don’t feel they have an im 
pact on the process.”
Source: Associated Press
Appeals court hears 
case on Sept. 11 
American detainees
by Jill Szaro ’05
World Staff
A federal appeals court questioned 
whether President George W. Bush had 
the authority to declare an American 
citizen an “enemy combatant” and hold 
him indefinitely
LAW w’^lout formally de 
claring any charges 
on Monday.
Jose Padilla, 33, is suspected of con 
spiring with al-Qaeda to explode a ra 
dioactive “dirty bomb” in the United 
States. He was arrested in May 2002 in 
O’Hare Airport in Chicago upon arrival 
from Pakistan, and within days trans 
ferred to a Navy brig in South Carolina. 
Though the U.S. Justice Department has 
not officially charged him with a crime, 
Padilla has been detained for the past 18 
months with no access to family, friends, 
or a lawyer.
Paul D. Clement, defense lawyer for 
the government, claimed that part of the 
anti-terror campaign allows the Bush ad 
ministration to designate and detain citi 
zens as “enemy combatants,” and hold 
them without access to a lawyer. Fur 
thermore, Clement argued that the ac 
tions of the government were not sub 
ject to judicial review.
Lawyers for Padilla argued that the 
Bush administration was violating the 
Constitution by holding prisoners with 
out being charged. One of the lawyers 
for Padilla, Jenny Martinez, was very 
concerned that the government is acting 
as if it has 1 imitless power in deal ing with 
criminals outside U.S. territory. “Under 
their theory, they can do this to any 
American. They can pick up any per 
son off the street and, so long as the presi 
dent turns in a piece of paper that says 
that that person is associated with al- 
Qaeda, that person has no rights and the 
courts are powerless to intervene. Your 
honors, that has never been the law in 
this country and it cannot be the law,” 
she said.
While the three-judge panel did not 
give a timetable for when it would come 
to its final decision, the judges brought 
up a number of important points. Judge 
Richard Wesley was concerned about 
how long Padilla would be detained as 
an “enemy combatant.”
The judges also wanted to know if 
President Bush’s authority on interna 
tional battlefields extended to domestic 
soil. Judge Rosemary Pooler said, “As 
terrible as Sept. 11 was, it didn't repeal 
the Constitution.”
Padilla is not the only “enemy com 
batant” designated by the Bush admin 
istration. Ali S. Marri of Qatar was ap 
prehended while living in Illinois, and 
Yaser Esam Hamdi, a U.S, citizen, was 
captured in Afghanistan in November 
2001. The U.S. Court of Appeals ruled 
that the administration could hold Hamdi 
without officially charging him with a 
crime, or allowing him to meet with his 
lawyers.
Later this year the Supreme Court is 
expected to hear Hamdi’s case. The rul 
ings on both the Padilla case and the 
Hamdi case could play a pivotal role in 
either challenging or supporting Presi 
dent Bush’s war on terror. Also, Judge 
Barrington D. Parker Jr. remarked in the 
two hour and 15 minute hearing that if 
the courts do rule in favor of the gov 
ernment, “We would be effecting a sea 
change in the constitutional life of this 
country.”
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Local:
Fire destroys Pawtucket mill
A raging fire ripped through an 
abandoned mill complex in Pawtucket 
on the afternoon of Friday November 
14. A vicious wind spread the embers 
to a nearby cluster of buildings. The 
result was a difficult task for firefighters 
called in from around Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts.
The fire started around 2:45 PM in 
the western-most building of the com­
plex and spread from west to east, aided 
by strong gusts of wind that reached up 
to 60 mph, making it difficult for some 
firefighters to even stand up.
Burning embers carried by wind 
spawned new fires in nearby tenements 
and homes on Kenyon. Mendon, 
Darlingdale, and Central Avenues as 
well as on Woodbine Street. The fire 
was contained at 7:05 p.m. The exact 
cause of the fire remains unknown.
The mill had been the target of 
demolition for a new Super Stop & 
Stop. The demolition company han­
dling the job. Coventry Wrecking, said 
it had five workers in the building that 
afternoon. The company told 
Pawtucket officials that its men vacated 
the building roughly 20 minutes before 
the fire was reported.
Seventeen buildings were destroyed 
or damaged and 28 households were dis­
placed. No one was killed, but there were 
numerous victims of smoke inhalation.
National:
Michael Jackson’s home raided
Police spent all day Tuesday at 
Michael Jackson's 2,700 acre ranch in 
Santa Barbara, Calif., in what officials 
say is part of a criminal investigation.
“This is based on a warrant out of su­
perior court and is part of an ongoing 
criminal investigation,” said Tim Gracey, 
senior Deputy Sheriff of the Santa Bar­
bara Sheriff’s Department. Police did not 
give further details. The singer, 45, was 
in Las Vegas at the time.
The raid came one day after the re­
lease of Jackson’s new album “Number 
Ones.”
CBS had also announced plans on 
Monday to run a special on Jackson, but 
a representative said that this may not air 
due to the investigation.
International:
Bush speaks in U.K.
In a three and a half day stay in Lon­
don. President George W. Bush is trying 
to appease the bitterness that has arisen 
in the United Kingdom and Europe over 
the president’s decision to go to war in 
Iraq.
Who will say that Iraq was 
better off when Saddam 
Hussein was strutting and 
killing or that the world was 
safer when he was in power?
President George W. Bush
He greeted British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and Queen Elizabeth at 
Buckingham Palace. A small crowd of 
protesters could be heard from outside 
the gate.
He defended his decision to go to war. 
“In some cases, the measured use of 
force is all that protects us from a cha­
otic world ruled by force,” Bush said.
But he respects those overseas who 
objected to the war. “There are prin­
cipled objections to the use of force in 
every generation and I credit the motives 
behind these views,” but “those in au­
thority, however, are not judged only by 
good motivations. The people have given 
us the duty to defend them and that duty 
sometimes requires the violent restraint 
of violent men.”
He said that weapons of mass destruc­
tion pose “the greatest threat of our age 
... The evil is in plain sight. The danger 
only increases with denial.”
Furthermore, he reiterated his com­
mitment to ending the Israeli - Palestin­
ian conflict, and his goal of spreading 
democracy. “Our democracy should op­
pose tyranny wherever it is found,” he 
said.
Blair supported Bush’s decision to go 
to war, and has lost support in his coun­
try as a consequence.
He told a cheering crowd at the House 
of Commons, “It is really about time we 
started to realize who our allies are. who 
our enemies are, and stick with one and 
fight the other.”
Sources: BBC, AP, CNN, Providence 
Journal, New York Times
College Some colleges using “single-choice” early action 
News
by Matthew Sullivan ’06 
World Staff
New early action admission policies 
at a few of the nation’s most selective 
colleges have resulted in dramatic 
changes in the number of early appli 
cants at those schools. Harvard, Yale, 
and Stanford have enacted new single 
choice early action plans which are a 
middle ground between early decision 
and early action. Most colleges, includ 
ing Providence College, have stayed 
with their traditional policies regarding 
early action and early decision.
Beginning last year Harvard, which 
had previously offered an early decision 
program that required students accepted 
to attend Harvard, switched to an early 
action program. This allows an appli­
cant to apply early to Harvard, but that 
applicant is not bound to attend the 
school. This year, Harvard switched to 
a single-choice early action program that 
allows students to apply early and not be 
bound if accepted, but only allows them 
to apply to Harvard. As a result, the num 
ber of early applications to Harvard 
dropped by 50 percent from last year, but 
was higher than when they had the early 
decision program.
Yale and Stanford made the switch 
from early decision to single-choice early 
action this year, leading to a dramatic in 
crease in early action applications. At 
Yale, the number of applications jumped 
from 42 percent to 62 percent.
Most schools have not implemented 
the new single-choice policy, including 
PC, which first began accepting early 
action applications in 2002 and has 
stayed with non-binding early action.
Ivy League schools that remained 
with early decision programs were af-
It’s a return to an era in which 
people will be much more 
thoughtful about what they are 
doing early. We hope they’ll 
spend the whole senior year 
thinking about where they want 
to be instead of making this rush 
judgment.
Harvard Dean of Admissions 
William R. Fitzsimmons
fected in different ways. At Princeton, 
the number of early applications dropped 
by 23 percent, while Brown University 
saw a small increase from last year. 
Some believed that-the new single­
choice policy would mean fewer stu­
dents would apply to schools with early 
decision programs.
In recent years, early decision pro 
grams have come under fire because 
some people have charged that the pro 
gram forces high school seniors to rush 
in to making their college decision.
The new single-choice hopes to ad 
dress that concern. “It’s a return to an 
era in which people will be much more 
thoughtful about what they are doing 
early. We hope they’ll spend the whole 
senior year thinking about where they 
want to be instead of making this rush 
judgment,” according to William R. 
Fitzsimmons, Harvard Dean of Admis 
sions.







A42-year-old driver of the Japanese 
"bullet" train reportedly has taken hun 
dreds of photos from the driver’s seat 
and has sent them to his girlfirend.
The driver took photos with his mo 
bile phone of Mount Fugi, fireworks, 
and passing scenery. He sometimes 
emailed his girlfriend a dozen pictures 
a day from his phone.
The bullet train, or "shinkansen.” has 
the reputation of being one of the safest 
trains in the world. Though the train 
has automatic controls that make the it 
stop and start when it is supposed to, 
the Central Japan Railway Company 
says that the drivers still need to pay at 
tention.
“This is behavior unbecoming of a 
company employee, and we intend to 
deal with this strictly after an investiga 
tion." the company said in a statement.
—Sarah Long ’04
Source: Reuters
by Kathryn Treadway ’06 
World Staff
Born on the south side of Providence. 
Mayor David N. Cicilline (D) was raised 
on Saratoga Street in and later in the Sil 
ver Lake section of the city. He attended 
Webster Avenue School until his family 
relocated to Narragansett when he was 
11. He attended The College of William 
and Mary and later transferred to Brown 
University.
He graduated from Brown with a de 
gree in political science in 1983 and went 
on to study at the Georgetown Univer 
sity School of Law. After graduating 
from Georgetown, he took a job as a staff 
attorney in the Public Defender Service 
in Washington, D.C.
Cicilline soon returned home to Provi 
dence to begin his practice in criminal 
defense and civil rights law on Federal 
Hill. He first began his public service to 
the city of Providence as a state repre 
sentative from District 4, which is part 
of Providence’s East Side.
As representative, he earned his repu 
tation as a fierce advocate of gun safety 
and government reform. In his four 
terms as state representative, he gained 
the endorsement from the Million Mom 
March and won Common Cause of 
Rhode Island’s ranking for his dedica 
tion to ethics in politics and his reform 
of the political process.
On Jan. 6, 2003 he took the oath of 
office, becoming Providence’s 36th 
mayor. Having inherited a $59 million 
deficit, he has hired one of the nation’s 
leading financial firms, analyzed the 
city’s finances, cut costs, and expanded 
revenue. As a supporter of education and 
community developing, Cicilline has 
taken the first steps to implement after 
school programming for the city’s youth. 
Also, in what some see as a reaction
Kristin Ellis ’05/The Cowl
against former Mayor Vincent “Buddy” 
Cianci, he has formed a task force to 
encourage a stringent code of ethics as 
part of his governmental reform.
Rep. James Langevin (D) invited 
Cicilline to attend President George W. 
Bush’s State of the Union address and 
said, "Mayor Cicilline represents a new 
era of public service in the City of 
Providence.. .Mayor Cicilline is a breath 
of fresh air that the citizens of Provi 
dence hope will sweep across the city 
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Faith and practice collide PC too “chic” for Cicilline
by Stephanie Pietros ’04
Senior Commentary Staff
The recent consecration of the Rev.
V. Gene Robinson as the first openly gay
bishop of the Episcopal Church has 
threatened division in the Episcopal 
Church of the United 
States and
endangerned ties with 
its counterpart in En
RELIGION
gland. the Anglican Church. According 
to the press, the debate has turned into a 
battle of "progressives” and "conserva 
tives,” or “traditionalists.” Perhaps this
is true.
What bothers me, however, is that 
there has been no discussion on exactly 
what the Episcopal Church views regard 
ing homosexuality. It seems that exam 
ining whether the appointment of Bishop 
Robinson, albeit unprecedented, is con 
sistent with the Episcopal Church’s 
teaching would be more fruitful than the 
superficial popular dichotomy of pro 
gressive and conservative.
This dichotomy, supported by the 
press and secular society, is dangerous 
because it tries to pit the older genera 
tion - the “conservatives" - against the 
younger - the "progressives." It is hard 
to believe that a Church would fall into 
societal stereotyping, since churches 
seek to fight against the various injus 
tices and pitfalls of secular culture. 
Clearly then, the appointment of an 
openly gay bishop has not caused so 
much controversy within the Episcopal 
Church because a few elders have cre 
ated a disruption in true progress.
The Episcopal Church has yet to take 
an official stance regarding homosexual 
unions. This past summer, at the Gen 
eral Convention of Episcopal Bishops, 
it was decided not to move forward with 
developing rites that would be used to 
bless same-sex unions. This decision, 
according to the archives of the Episco 
pal News Service, was reached as a com 
promise after the same body appointed 
Robinson as the first openly gay bishop.
According to some bishops partici­
pating in the convention, deciding not 
to develop official rites for blessing 
same-sex unions was rendered a moot 
point because of the appointment of 
Robinson, an openly gay man in a com­
mitted homosexual relationship. It sim­
ply does not make sense that the Church 
would appoint Robinson as a bishop and 
then decide not to develop the necessary 
mechanisms in order to bless unions like 
the one practiced by Robinson.
Appointing Robinson as bishop 
without providing for the 
blessing of same-sex unions 
appears logically inconsistent.
If Robinson is to be an effective 
leader of and example for his people, it 
follows logically that his personal life is 
one that needs to be in accord with the 
teachings of the Church of which he 
heads. This is true for the leaders or 
heads of any established church. Catho 
lic priests who do not act in accordance 
with their vows of celibacy or who com 
mit grievous acts of sexual abuse are not 
effective leaders of the Catholic Church. 
This assertion seems obvious to Catho 
lics who have witnessed recent sexual 
abuse scandals unfold. Clearly, one can 
not lead a Church whose teachings one 
does not practice.
Appointing Robinson as bishop with 
out providing for the blessing of same- 
sex unions appears logically inconsis 
tent. The Episcopal Church has gotten 
one step ahead of itself by appointing 
Robinson. Nonetheless, his appointment 
will no doubt now have considerable 
weight as the Church continues to con 
sider its position on same-sex unions. 
Perhaps it is a moot point. Could the 
Episcopal Church definitively decide 
that it will not bless same-sex unions 
while it has a Bishop like Robinson as a 
member of such a union?
by Michael J. Raia ’05
Associate Editor-in-Chief
“Whomever the Democratic 
candidate is,” Providence Mayor 
David Cicilline wittily replied when 
Thomas Giordano '04 tried to pry a 
.presidential 
STUDENT  endorsement from 
LIFE  the Democratic 
politician.
Mayor Cicilline is a brilliant 
politician. On Monday night, the 
Board of Programmers allowed 
students to see his political talent first 
hand, but so few took part— 
showcasing the level of student 
apathy at PC.
Apathy may be the wrong word, 
seeing as more than 850 students 
waited outside the doors of Peterson 
last week hoping to catch a glimpse 
of Mr. Belding, the host of BOP’s Mr. 
PC Pageant. Students are genuinely 
active at PC, but they seem to ignore 
those events on campus that hold 
substantive value—reemphasizing 
the theory of the “PC Stupid Chic,” 
first argued in the April 26,2001 issue 
of The Cowl by Dave Holman ’03.
The “Chic” theory began with PC 
students’ refusal to answer easy 
questions in class. It goes beyond that 
though, and encompasses our student 
body’s unwillingness to ask questions 
outside the classroom—questions 
that move beyond our course 
syllabuses.
While I agree that mindless 
stimulation is a great way to relax and 
calm oneself from the inherent 
stresses of college, why do students 
intrinsically avoid educational 
vivacity so often? Mayor Cicilline 
told those students who did attend 
that they are “the future of this city.” 
Alright, I will concede this is a 
cliched statement and it has been 
drilled into our heads since third 
grade, but the man makes a valid 
point—the same point that another 
local politician made on this campus 
last week.
While so many PC students were 
scrambling for seats in Peterson last 
Wednesday, about 50 students 
listened to Rhode Island Secretary of 
State Matt Brown (D) talk about 
youth voting and civic engagement. 
Like Cicilline, Brown emphasized the 
importance of volunteering, but he 
focused on the startling reality that 
many students do not vote. But 
Brown did not notice the “chic” 
theory at work—at least not until he 
was made aware that the Mr. PC 
pageant was a likely cause to the 
forum’s low attendence. The “chic” 
attitude, though, helps degenerate the 
role of representative organizations 
on this campus.
Student Congress rarely has to 
answer to a disgruntled student body, 
because the student body never 
voices its dismay in a public manner. 
(To their credit, Congress is usually 
receptive when voices—particularly 
the voices from this page—are 
publicly voiced.)
This publication receives a good 
number of letters to the editor; 
however, they rarely come from 
current PC students. Looking through 
The Cowl archives, a drastic drop in 
reader participation (letters, Web 
polls, guest commentaries) can be 
seen over the past two years. Reader 
response to a college newspaper is not 
a rock-solid case study of the campus 
society, but it should be viewed as an 
important contribution to the 
College's social capital.
The mayor’s forum proved, to me, 
to be another example of the “PC 
Stupid Chic” theory. PC students 
should move past the cool apathy of 
our campus culture and start asking 
questions like those that Giordano 
and other PC students asked the 
mayor.
Health insurance lowers price of human life
by Courtney Arkf.ll-Fargeorge ’06 
Commentary Staff
Health insurance is probably not a 
great concern for most college students. 
They are normally covered by their 
parent's insurance package until they 
 graduate. But what 
NATION     happens after 
  graduation when they 
have tb live on their 
own? Most people assume that they will 
get a good health care package as a 
benefit from their employers. 
Unfortunately, it may no longer be that 
easy to acquire health insurance. Recent 
statistics from the United States Census 
Bureau have revealed that the number 
of uninsured individuals continues to 
rise, and that a significant increase in the 
number of people from the middle class 
do not have health insurance. The health 
of individuals entering into the job 
market and middle class people who are 
already employed, may be at risk as 
fewer people receive health insurance.
The 2003 U.S. Census Bureau report 
estimates that there were 43.6 million 
uninsured individuals in this country last 
year, which counts for about 15.2 percent 
of the entire population. In 2001, it was 
estimated that 14.6 percent of the total 
population of the U.S. was uninsured. 
The increase in the number of people 
without health insurance is due to the rise 
in the cost of insurance premiums, which 
must be paid by employers and 
employees alike. Premiums can be over 
$200 per month for individual coverage 
and close to, or exceeding, $ 1,000 per 
month for family coverage. A lack of 
health insurance used to be a problem 
for low-income families and individuals. 
With monthly premiums approaching 
$ 1,000, it is not hard to see how many 
middle class Americans may not be able 
to afford their health insurance in 
addition to other insurance types for 
which they may be paying.
So just how much of the middle class 
is affected by the rising cost of health 
insurance? In 2000, close to one million 
people who made roughly $75,000 per 
year could not afford health insurance. 
That statistic only covers a portion of the 
middle class. One can imagine how 
difficult it must be for people in the 
middle or lower middle class to keep up 
with their insurance premiums. Overall, 
it is estimated that 60 percent of all 
workers decline health insurance 
benefits for financial reasons. This 
means that a significant number of adults 
in the U.S. never see a doctor, and may 
be ignoring chronic health problems.
The majority of middle class people 
who do not have health care are adults. 
Luckily, there are government programs 
from which children and the elderly can 
recieve health care benefits. These 
programs, however, exclude a great 
number of people who are between the 
ages of 18 and 65. These are the years in 
a person’s life when oneshould be getting 
screened for a variety of cancers, such 
as breast cancer and prostate cancer, so 
that they can be detected early in order 
to prolong one’s life. It is also during this 
period when one needs a yearly physical 
to detect high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, and any other factor that may 
pose a risk to her general well being.
Adults who are uninsured are not
Recent statistics from the 
United States Census Bureau 
have revealed that the number 
of uninsured individuals contin 
ues to rise, and that a signifi 
cant increase in the number of 
people from the middle class do 
not have health insurance.
checked for any of these health problems 
and may find themselves in poor health 
when they are elderly and finally eligible 
for Medicare. Since 60 percent of adult 
workers now decline health care, there 
may be a large number of individuals in 
coming years that will use Medicare and 
will require extensive medical treatment. 
There should be programs put into place 
to provide affordable health care to 
middle class adults who cannot afford 
the insurance offered by their employers.
There have been some attempts to 
make health insurance affordable for 
more working adults. Both Republicans 
and Democrats have their own ideas on 
how to solve the issue. The Republicans 
have proposed to give tax breaks to 
certain eligible individuals, small 
businesses, and small families. But this 
is far from a solution since not all 
individuals who apply for the tax breaks 
will qualify to get them. In addition, large 
families—who may need the money 
more—will not qualify for the tax breaks 
either.
The Democrats have suggested 
expanding the number of people who are 
eligible to be covered by Medicare and 
the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP). They have proposed making 
Medicare available to some people under 
the age of 65. Also, they think it may be 
possible to insure the parents of the 
children who are covered by the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
Neither of these proposals is likely to be 
successful since both would pose great 
financial burdens to the government.
A system which will allow a greater 
number of Americans to have adequate 
health care will not be instituted for a 
long time. The health of millions of 
Americans will continue to be put in 
jeopardy because of the rising cost of 
health insurance. We usually like to think 
that a human life is priceless, but health 
insurance does put a price on human life 
everyday.
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Letters to the Editor:
Big East lowering standards
Do-It-Yourself Confession
With the addition of Boston College, 
Virginia Tech, and University of Miami, 
football player graduation rates for the 
Atlantic Coast Conference increase. On 
the other hand, the graduation rate for 
Big East Conference football players 
decreases from 52 percent to 46 percent 
when Cincinnati, Louisville, and South 
Florida graduation data are included in 
the Big East statistics.
I’ve noted that Big East Executive Di 
rector Mike Tranghese and PC Athletic 
Director that the Big East has given away 
its integrity for the sake of protecting 
their business franchise.
Cincinnati, Louisville, and South 
Florida, however, are not the types of 
institutions the Big East should want to 
represent the rest of the conference. 
These three institutions are low socio­
economic, commuter institutions with 
minimal admissions standards. The New 
York Times Sunday Magazine featured
South Florida as the prototypical second- 
tier university that is trying to raise its 
visibility and prestige through athletics.
Lastly, please note that in order for 
the Big East to experience a drop from 
52 percent to 46 percent in graduation 
rate of football players in the Confer 
ence, it means the trio of Cincinnati, 
Louisville, and South Florida must have 
graduation rates under 36 percent. The 
more likely number is 33 percent.
Yep, the Big East is bringing in three 
institutions with definitive morons for 
football players. That is not what Provi­
dence, Georgetown, or Villanova should 
want to be associated with and represent 
the Conference.
The love of money is the root of all 
evil. It appears the Big East Conference 
and its Executive Director have fallen 
to this sin.
CORRINGTON HWONG ’68
Jessica Lynch deserves all of her attention
by Dustin Kahoud ’04
Tangents and Tirades
If only Christmas could last all year I know most people are annoyed by that 
fact that holiday movies seem to come out earlier and earlier every year, but I love 
it! I have already seen two Christmas themed movies weeks before Thanksgiving, 
and I could not be more pleased. It is that time in the semester when everything is a 
little hectic and the pile of books to read on your desk keeps growing. A good 
holiday movie every now and then is a perfect remedy for the monotony of hours 
and hours of work. It brightens your spirits and makes you remember that the se 
mester is almost over, anyway. Before we know it, it will actually be Christmas 
break.—Courtney Arkell-Fargeorge ’06
Illegal immigrants to greet you with a smile Last month, headlines announced 
that 250 illegal immigrants were employed in Wal-Mart stores. The issue has led to 
further criticism of the government’s crackdown on immigration enforcement after 
Sept. 11. According to a special report in the Nov. 17 issue of the Chicago Tribune, 
unauthorized immigrants from 24 predominantly Muslim countries have seen a 
31.4 percent increase in deportation orders since Sept. 11. United States newspa 
pers have recently retold horror stories about the separation of illegal families in 
order to emphasize the injustice of the government’s deportation policy. Undoubt 
edly, many deportees were only guilty for entering the U.S. without authorization. 
In this case, the punishment seems much harsher than the crime. Yet, it is still 
fitting to keep in mind that, authorization or not, many deportees were convicted of 
crimes. It is also fitting to recall the reason behind the government’s defensive 
action.—Juliette Paul ’05
Non-students cause parking dilemma I understand that the parking situation on 
campus is rather difficult. But I implore security, please do not let non-students 
attending events on campus park in student parking. Friday night, I was prohibited 
by security from entering the Ray Lot because it had been filled by people attend­
ing the hockey game and I was forced to park behind Dore in the faculty parking. 
Luckily it was Friday night, because there was literally not a single student parking 
spot left on lower campus. While I am heartily glad that our sports teams attract so 
many fans, can’t they park in Slavin or on the street and leave the student parking 
for those of us who are paying the big tuition bucks?—Stephanie Pietros ’04
The Cowl
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I find former U.S. Army Private first 
class Jessica Lynch to be an attractive 
young lady and she rightfully deserves 
the Bronze Star and Order of the Purple 
Heart medals that she earned under 
trying circumstances while serving in 
Iraq. Combat is not a dinner party. 
Jessica made the Nov. 17,2003 issue of 
Time Magazine. It is a good cover photo. 
I agree with what the ground 
commander in the GulfWar of 1990-91, 
Gen. Norman Schwartz-kopf, made 
known in an interview with ABCs 
television personality Barbara Walters 
on March 15, 1991. The General said, 
“It doesn’t take a hero to order men into 
battle. It takes a hero to be one of these 
men who goes into battle.” I consider 
Jessica Lynch to be a hero. So what if 
she is receiving more attention than 
other heroes are from President George 
W. Bush and the majority of Congress’ 
“Iraq War Resolution” for this 
unnecessary war that has overtones of a 
“quagmire.” She never asked, according 
to reports, for this attention.
Now that she is prominent in the 
media, I am glad that she is cashing in 
on her Iraq war experiences. After all, 
Generals Norman Schwartzkopf and 
Colin Powell, who was Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff during the first Gulf 
War, became multimillionaires with 
their book deals and high five figures 
for their speeches. I read recently that 
Secretary of State Colin Powell is worth 
about $28 million. I have no qualms with 
either general for earning millions of 
dollars. They were both fine and 
reputable Army officers. They were also 
forthright in their autobiographies. I 
read both books. Both generals were
wounded twice during the Vietnam War. 
By the way, General Tommy Franks, 
who was the ground commander in the 
war that has not ceased, retired following 
President Bush’s comment that “major 
combat” was over on May 1. 2003 
aboard the aircraft carrier U.S.S. 
Abraham Lincoln with a big banner 
strung on the ship — “Mission 
Accomplished.” We all know that this 
is not true, yet. General Franks is writing 
a book and will be speaking on the 
lecture circuit for big bucks in the near 
future. He was an excellent soldier and 
was thrice wounded in Vietnam.
Incidentally, General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower made several hundred 
thousand dollars when his Crusade in 
Europe (World War II) book was 
published in 1948. A cup of coffee was 
selling for a nickel or a dime at the time. 
His book is an excellent and easy read.
Being a former Enlisted Army 
soldier, I am so very glad that Jessica 
Lynch is having the opportunity to make 
some money from her book, etc., as did 
the generals from their books and lecture 
fees. I wish Jessica good health and good 
luck in the future. I hope she uses her 
money wisely. God bless Jessica Lynch 
for enduring her ordeal. I am praying 
for her.
Happy Thanksgiving to everyone. It 
is unfortunate that President Bush with 
the support of U.S. Rep. Patrick 
Kennedy ’91, invaded Iraq, a war that 
has caused thousands of casualties.
Watch your back, as terrorism is still 
with us. Support our military and God 
bless America.
Russell P. Demoe ’73
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Surprise! Britney Spears’s new 
album... well, sucks
by Dan Devine ’04 
Asst. A&E Editor
Britney Spears 
In the Zone 
Jive Records
“Hey, Britney/ you say you want to 
lose control ... Sexy lady/ I’d rather see 
you bare your soul/ if you think you’re 
so hot, better show me what you got.” 
This is the advice 
given to Britney 
Spears by pop god- 
dess/weird-ass
mother figure Madonna on “Me Against 
the Music,” the lead single from the sac 
charine Spears’ latest release, In the 
Zone. Setting aside the depressing spi 
ral of irrelevance that has led Madonna 
to champion Britney in an attempt to
ALBUM 
REVIEW
click with today’s youth market, when 
you hear Madonna speak those words, 
you’ve just got to wonder—does Mrs. 
Guy Ritchie really think she’s going to 
get any soul-searching out of a damn 
Britney Spears record? Worse yet, does 
Britney really think that this collection 
of songs reflects the “bareness” of her 
“soul?”
If she does, and this is really a state 
ment about all that is Britney Spears, 
well, I guess I can’t say I’m very sur 
prised that it is terrible on a level that 
few things ever reach. “Things That 
Make You Go ‘Hmmm’” was this bad. 
So was the fallout from the Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki bombings. But outside of 
those... I don’t know. This is a totally 
different kind of pantheon that most
BRITNEY/Page 14
Inside the preview...
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Britney: No talent Zone
continued from page 13
by Frank Caliva ’04 
Editor-in-Cmey
good, decent people never allow them­
selves to contemplate. And yet, here we 
are, diving head-first into what is sup­
posed to be a critical analysis of the new 
Britney Spears record. Wow.
Let’s start out with the good stuff:
I don't really feel in the holiday 
spirit until I play “Christmas Time 
is Here" at least three times. The 
jazz stylings of Vincent Guaraldi 
(the man could play the piano) 
never fail to evoke a warm, cozy 
Christmas feeling. And as Linus 
tells us, it reminds us what the 
holiday season is really all about.
Having become the Thanks­
giving kickoff to the holiday 
television season, this early ’90s 
classic never fails to inspire or 
entertain. Indeed, I would be so 
bold as to call it the defining film 
— yes, film — of my childhood. 
Sadly, it was also the defining 
moment of MacCaulay Culkin’s 
career...





Directed by Chris Columbus
Polar Express 
By Chris Van Allsburg
A family tradition in the Caliva 
household is the annual reading 
of this Caldecott Medal winner. 
Incredible illustrations fuel this 
story of a Christmas train that take 
children on a magical journey to 
the North Pole. Nothing brings 
back the childhood excitement 
and anticipation for Christmas — 
if only for a moment — like The 
Polar Express.
Now that that’s over with, we can 
start getting dirty. First off, the Madonna 
collaboration. Utterly heinous. Afriend 
of mine characterized “Me Against the 
Music” as sounding like “something out 
of a freaking video game,” which, to me, 
sullies the name of video game music 
writers everywhere. (Then again, he also 
thought that when Britney whines, “I 
wanna get in the zoooone,” she was ac­
tually saying, “I wanna get a 
P’Zoooone,” the excellent Pizza Hut 
delicacy. So take his opinion for what 
it’s worth.) Its too-slick, genetically- 
engineered-for-high-school-dances pro­
duction does little to obscure the horren­
dous lyrics for which Britney actually 
earned a songwriter credit. B-Spurrs 
slings lyrical barbs like, “If you really 
wanna party/ send my love and get ya/ 
really to hit, you could die/ in a minute, 
I’mma take you on. I’mma take you on/ 
come on, yeah,” and, “Take a drop and 
rock it!”
(I mean, I know this is my job, to 
describe in interesting and funny ways 
what happens on records, but ... come 
on. Am I really supposed to come up 
with a sufficient slam for lyrics like 
those? That’s like asking me to take a 
dropcloth and cover up the entire uni­
verse.)
“Me Against the Music” sets up a 
couple of In the Zone's key thematic 
concerns, including the amount and na­
ture of Britney’s sweat (mentioned no 
less than 13 times, most interestingly by 
\ the Ying Yang Twins, who characterize 
\ her as “leakin’” before later dropping 
3 some lyrical science of their own to the 
tune of, “Wazzup, ha, we all became 
friends!”), and the exciting “coming out 
party” of Britney at long last writing 
sexually explicit lyrics. Finally. I mean, 
who hasn’t been waiting for her to let 
her hair down a little bit and package 
herself as a sexpot? In the Zone makes 
that long-anticipated conversion a real­
ity, with stunning results.
“Showdown” contains the single 
most amazing line on In the Zone, a lyric 
so weird arid uncomfortable that it left 
me speechless for literally five minutes 
after it oozed out of my headphones. See 
if you can follow this one: “I don’t re­
ally want to be a tease/ but would you 
undo my zipper, please? ... I’ll let you 
touch me if you want/1 see your body 
rise, rise/And when you come, don’t get 
too hot/ Butterflies.”
All right, now, maybe this is just a 
product of my dirty mind. But I can’t 
see any way to interpret this line, par­
ticularly in light of the big to-do made 
about this album containing sexually 
explicit lyrics, in which it doesn't ask the 
listener to ejaculate and then inexplica­
bly introduces the image of butterflies. 
The logical incomprehensibility of this 
lyric makes the mystery of the pyramids 
look like the surprise ending of an epi­
sode of Scooby-Doo. There’s no way 
this makes sense. None. The sad thing 
is, it’s supposed to be shocking because 
of the phrase Britney utters, but really 
it’s only shocking when you try to wrap 
your mind around what the hell she’s 
talking about. Good job. girl. You've 
succeeded in creating one of the great 
conundrums of all time. Kudos.
The hits just keep on coming with 
“Breathe on Me,” another depresingly 
empty track that sees Britney take her 
whirlwind technique of aural whoring to 
a whole new level, and again without 
even a sniff of actual musical validity. 
The song starts off with twenty seconds 
of deep panting, with Spears breaking 
only to say, “It’s so-hot in'here.” 
“My soul is bare/ My hips are moving at 
a rapid pace”: While the (also bare) 
pelvis of Britney Spears (above) 
might be in overdrive, very little 
about her new record In the Zone 
(cover, right) ever really gets moving. 
And yes, that’s an actual lyric.
this talk about the buckets of sweat the 
girl drips and how damn hot it is wher­
ever she goes really makes you wonder 
about the kind of conditions under which 
she records. Does she cut vocal tracks 
in a freaking rainforest? Do the people 
at Jive think that inundating the record 
with sweat makes Britney sexier? None 
of this makes sense. Britney Spears is 
so stupid.) To top it all off, “Breathe on 
Me” has the album’s second best lyric: 
“Monogamy is the way to go/ Just put 
two lips together/ And blow.” Damn. 
Simply stunning.
To treat the rest of the album with any 
sort of in-depth breakdown would give 
In the Zone far more credit than it de­
serves. Even the higher points of the 
album’s production don’t touch the 
smooth board work done by the 
Neptunes on 2001’s Britney, and the 
songs never progress past simple pae­
ans to writhing, heavy breathing, and the 
lowest common denominator operation 
of the music industry that mass produces 
untalented acts with showroom shine, 
heaping helpings of silicone, and deer- 
in-the-headlights sex appeal. There’s not 
a single worthwhile moment on the
record. Even the golden touch of R. 
Kelly, the man behind “Fiesta” and the 
remix to “Ignition,” can’t offer a memo­
rable moment, as Britney’s complete lack 
of vocal understanding, skill, and range 
conspires to mangle “Outrageous.” One 
can only hope that R. re-records the tune 
for the next The R in R&B anthology, 
because I guarantee it’d rock if he was 
singing. Instead, it just contributes to the 
intense, palpable atmosphere of super­
suck that completely permeates /n the 
Zone.
Britney’s latest trainwreck was pro­
posed as an album by an artist finding 
herself, getting in touch with her craft, 
and really showcasing everything that 
makes her unique and valuable. In the 
Zone accomplishes those goals com­
pletely; the only problem is, truly “find­
ing” Britney Spears means realizing that 
there’s nothing about her that’s unique, 
valuable, or artistic. She’s empty, per­
sonally bankrupt, and flat-out terrible. 
But if you needed a new album to tell 
you all that, then you obviously weren’t 
listening at all in the first place.
GRADE: F—
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Cold weather flicks
We won’t be reviewing for a while, but Pat Egan 
’05 and Stephanie Smith ’06 have you covered
November
Looney Tunes: Back in 
Action—Nov. 14
Let’s see...it’s got the Loo 
ney Tunes characters. It’s got 
Brendan Fraser, who excels at 
playing goofy idiots, as he does 
here. And it's got Steve Martin 
as head of the Acme Corp 
oration. This movie needs no 
further elaboration on my part. 
It’s going to be hilarious—at 
least I hope so.
Prediction: B (PE)
Master and Commander: The 
Far Side of the World—Nov. 
14
This likely Oscar-contender 
is based upon the novels by the 
late Patrick O’Brien and stars 
Russel Crowe as a naval officer 
during the Napoleonic wars. As 
far as I’m concerned, this movie 
is a must-see. Crowe is 
arguably the finest actor of our 
generation, and he’s at his best 
when he’s playing the strong, 





film, made in collaboration with 
Tupac’s mother, uses personal 
interviews, home videos, and 
excerpt's from Tupac’s writings 
to tell the life story of the late 
rapper. It looks to be a 
thoughtful examination of one 
of the more enigmatic rappers 
in recent history, and it’s sure 
to have an explosive 
soundtrack. If you’re a fan of 
Tupac, I’d check this one out.
Prediction: B- (PE)
Bad Santa—Nov. 28
As much as I would like to 
just write the word “bad” here, 
I have to consider that this may 
be an OK movie. It stars Billy
Pay attention, these are the faces you ’ll be seeing all break (Clockwise from above): Paul 
Walker’s Timeline, Russell Crowe’s Master and Commander: The Far Side of the 
World, Scarlett Johanssen’s The Girl With A Pearl Earring, Billy Bob Thornton’s Bad 
Santa, Jessica Alba’s Honey, and Eddie Murphy’s The Haunted Mansion will all be 
vying for your Christmas cash this holiday season.
Bob Thorton and Bernie Mac 
as con men who dress as Santa 
and his elf in order to steal 
money from the department 
stores at which they work. 
Then, predictably, a little kid 
teaches them some morals and 
about the Christmas spirit. As 
contrived as Bad Santa seems, 
though, it might bring a 
Christmas-y smile to our faces. 
Prediction: C— (SS)
The Haunted Mansion—Nov. 
28
Based on the theme ride at 
Disney World, Mansion 
promises to be of the caliber of 
its brother ride movie, Pirates 
of the Caribbean. It stars Eddie 
Murphy, who is consistently 
funny, but I am unsure of how 
he’ll filter his humor for a 
Disney movie. At any rate, 
Disney fans will want to see 
this one for the scenes that 
involve actual portions of the 
ride. Also, the special effects 
promise to be spectacular, 
although the old mirror tricks 




In the latest offering from 
director Ron Howard, Cate 
Blanchett stars as Maggie 
Gilkenson, a frontier woman 
who enlists the help of her 
estranged father (Tommy Lee 
Jones) after the kidnapping of 
her daughter. With talent like 
this, The Missing could very 
well be one of the best of the 
holiday movies. Howard’s 
films always excite, whether 
they be dramatic (A Beautiful 
Mind) or suspenseful (Ransom), 
and Tommy Lee Jones rarely 
disappoints. This one has Oscar 
written all over it.
Prediction: A (PE)
Timeline—Nov. 28
Four archeology students 
need to rescue their professor by 
traveling back in time to 14th 
century France in this film that’s 
based on a book written by 
Michael Crichton (think Jur­
assic Park). It stars Paul Walker 
and Ethan Embry, who in the 
past were pigeon-holed into 
working in “teen” movies, and 
maybe now they are trying to 
branch out. It will be interesting 
to see if they succeed. With 
Michael Crichton’s novel as the 
backbone, though, we are at 
least guaranteed some thrills. If 
nothing else, let’s hope it tops 




Jessica Alba stars in Honey 
as an aspiring hip-hop dancer 
who has a developing romance 
with Mekhi Phifer. Things get 
sticky when her mentor tells her 
that if she does not sleep with 
him, he will ruin her name in the 
dance business. One might think 
that Alba might be making a 
jump into legitimate acting, 
more than just Dark Angel’s 
punching and kicking, but then 
you realize that Lil’ Romeo is in 
this movie. Enough said.
Prediction: D (SS)
The Last Samurai—Dec. 5
Director Edward Zwick’s 
latest historical epic stars Tom 
Cruise as a U.S. Civil War 
veteran who is invited by 
Japan’s emperor to modernize 
the Japanese army. The trailer 
for this movie looks great, but 
the last time Cruise tried his 
hand at a period piece (1992s 
Far and Away), the results were 
less than stellar. Still, I’m 
hoping for the best. With Zwick 
(who also directed the Oscar- 
winning Glory) behind the 
camera, this one has the 
potential to be worth seeing.
Prediction: B+ (PE)
Big Fish—Dec. 12
Director Tim Burton’s (the 
man responsible for Batman and 
Edward Scissorhands) latest 
stars Albert Finney as a dying 
man retel1 ing his life story to his 
journalist son. The movie 
unfolds in flashbacks, with 
Ewan McGregor as the young 
Finney. I’ve seen the trailer for 
this film, and it looks pretty 
bizarre. Combined with the fact 
that Tim Burton is a pretty 
bizarre individual himself, I'm 
thinking this movie could be, 
well, bizarre. If you like Burton, 
give it a shot. As for me, I think 
I’m gonna take a pass on this 
one.
Prediction: C— (PE)
The Girl with a Pearl 
Earring—Dec. 12
Based on the book by Tracy 
Chevalier, the film stars Scarlett 
Johansson as a peasant girl who 
works in the home of a famous 
painter (Colin Firth). She 
eventually becomes his model 
and he develops an obsession 
with her. And so, Pearl Earring 
has chick flick written all over 
it. It has elaborate costumes, 
ornate sets, and a plot that
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The A&E staff gets into the Christmas spirit. Checl
Hey, Fat Chops,
Let’s cut the pleasantries; it’s my 
senior year, and I ain’t got time for 
nonsense. I want:
1. A brand new President of the United 
States, one who actually cares about the 
people of America and the world at 
large.
2. Tenacious D to play a surprise show 
at McPhail’s, and for them to bring me 
on stage to play the part of the Shiny 
Demon in “Tribute.”
3. Jesus to take the curse He has in His 
infinite wisdom imposed on the New 
York Mets, Knicks, Giants, and Rangers 
(seemingly to make up for whatever’s 
wrong with the Bo-Sox) and place it 
squarely on the Yankees, allowing both 
New England and the good souls in New 
York to be happy sports fans.
4. My roommate Steve to cool it with 
the Sopranos DVDs...dude, you’ve 
watched Season 4, like, six times this 
semester.
5. The Queer Eye for the Straight Guy 
team to makeover my apartment... I’m 
looking for something in a ficas plant, 
guys.
6. A crisp, clean, bright blue Brooklyn 
Dodgers fitted hat.
7. Charles Oakley. I just want him to 
be near me, so I can be in the presence 
of greatness.
8. A new network entirely devoted to 
Salute Your Shorts, The Adventures of 
Pete and Pete, The State, the Wesley 
Snipes/Woody Harrelson collaborations, 
Pardon the Interruption, Rollergames, 
and Sports Night. It shall be called 
“Awesome Nation.”
9. The head of Tim Allen on a silver 
platter.
10. To see Fred Durst cry like a little 
girl.
You can do it, put your back into it, DD
Dear Santa,
1. This year, we had Mr. Belding hosting 
the Mr. PC Pageant. Next year, I want 
Larry and Balki from Perfect Strangers.
2. VH1 to abandon music completely 
and focus solely on what it’s best at, “I 
Love the 80s” specials.
3. Ben and J.Lo to finally break-up so 
no one will ever again have to see their 
faces on the cover of any magazine 
whatsoever.
4. In keeping with the previous theme, 
the memory of Gigli forever erased from 
my mind.
5. The Breakfast Club to be re-released 
on the big screen for a whole new 
generation to enjoy.
6. Every Charlie Sheen movie known 
to man released on DVD.
7. Skin to be put back on TV.
8. Jeff Probst to get his own talk show 
after he’s done with Survivor. That guy 
is so cool.




1. A broadcast of the original Christmas 
special Happy Holidays with Bing and 
Frank, circa 1957 - in black and white, 
mind you. It’s more authentic to watch 
Ol’ Blue Eyes without color.
2. A puppy.
3. The chinchilla coat that Jay-Z men­
tions in Beyonce’s “Crazy in Love.”
4. Front row tickets to a Guster concert 
at PC. For free.
5. Marriage to Todd Walker (or at least 
a brief but meaningful fling).
6. A nightly lullaby from either John 
Mayer or Jason Mraz or Dave Matthews 
or all three.
7. To become a pop star and go on tour 
with Britney Spears. My shtick will be 
that I will always wear enormously 
gaudy prom-type gowns. I have been 
planning this for awhile—it is no joke; 
make it happen. Please.
8. To be fluent in Swahili, just for kicks.
9. For it to be socially acceptable for 
me to wear snowsuits (you know, the 
kind with suspenders) to class, or people 
to be able to dress like elves around 
Christmas time, a la Will Ferrell in Elf.
10. To NOT get attacked by homeless 
men on the RIPTA.
Love always, Steph Smith
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ry own Christmas Story
it our wish lists for Santa, and enjoy your holidays!
Santa Baby,
1. A personal assistant. All of this ap- 
plying-to-grad-schools crap is, well... 
crap.
2. Movies featuring Ethan Embry that 
are better than Can’t Hardly Wait and 
Timeline.
3. A private jet with my name painted 
on the side and an entirely plush velour 
interior.
4. Speaking of in style, I’d also like to 
have In Style magazine send me all of 
the featured clothes and jewelry each 
month after they’re done taking pictures 
of it.
5. Ben Folds. I think he’d be nice to 
have around.
6. For Martha Stewart to go to jail and 
Madonna to take over her job. I mean, 
she’s already writing children’s books 
and reading them in a British accent... 
she may as well start arranging flowers.
7. Family Guy to be back on TV, pref­
erably at least once a day.
8. For J-Lo and Ben to be banished to 
an island with all the known copies of 
Gigli and never be heard from again.
9. A puppy.
10. To be on Who wants to Be a Mil­
lionaire—and win the million, of course.
Hey man,
1. Sidebums.
2. The ability to spontaneously bust out 
the “Thriller” dance.
3. A new pair of chopper sunglasses 
(we’re talking huge, 80’s style ones).
4. A all-expense-paid trip to Bonnaroo 
2004, with complementary mullet hair­
cut.
5. Mariokart Double Dash.
6. A lifetime supply of Magic Hat growl­
ers.
7. The ultimate Jeep Creep.
8. My very own remix of Method Man’s 
“Tical,” with the lyrics changed to 
“Hess-Tical.”
9. A Led Zeppelin reunion tour com­
plete with Bonzo reincarnated.





1. For someone to pay my utility bills at 
my apartment. Who knew heat was so 
expensive?
2. A BMW M5.1 never got it last year, 
so I figure this year I’m due.
3. Three DVD’s: The Karate Kid, PCU, 
and Just One of the Guys.
4. An Electropedic Adjustable Bed.
5. An all expenses paid trip to Europe. 
Or just Amsterdam.
6. For MTV to give Redman and Method 
Man their own reality show.
7. A lifetime supply of Humpty Dumpty 
BBQ Chips.
8. Seasons 1 through 4 of The Sopranos 
on DVD.
9. A book on how to start your own 
microbrewery.




1. For Mr. Belding to host the Mr. PC 
contest again next year.
2. Actually, for the rest of Saved by the 
Bell to come to PC too.
3. For JC Chasez of N*SYNC to stop 
with his solo act—we don’t need that 
kind of pain.
4. Am I ever going to be able to see Dis­
patch in concert, or am I just too late?
5. For comedian Dane Cook to bring his 
dancing, Burger King, and ATM stories 
to Providence.
6. For a sunny vacation. Why not?
7. To be able to see Les Miserables and 
not have to pay $68 a seat.
8. For Jessica Simpson to get her act to­
gether—how does she consistently sound 
so clueless?
9. For Friends and ER to end... hope­
fully on high note... soon—my love for 
them is currently being tainted by bad 
scriptwriting.
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continued from page 15
involves art. It will clearly be a 
beautiful movie, but how ex 
citing it will be is less certain. 
Prediction: C+ (SS)
Love Don't Cost a Thing—Dec. 
12
I’m not going to beat around 
the bush—this is a remake of the 
1987 classic Can’t Buy Me Love 
originally starring Patrick 
Dempsey, which will be hard to 
beat. This time Nick Cannon 
plays Alvin Johnson, the loser, 
and Christina Milian plays Paris 
Morgan, the “popular” girl. I 
feel like a lot of the original 
movie’s charm came from the 
eighties perms and that cute red 
Volkswagen Cabriolet in which 
the popular girls always cruise 
around. A remake could be 
special in its own way...but 
nothing can replace a true teen 
eighties movie in my heart.
Prediction: D+ (SS)
Something’s Gotta Give—Dec. 
12
An awkward love triangle 
forms the plot of this film. Jack 
Nicholson plays an older gentle 
man who has an affinity for 
younger women. After dating 
one of these younger women, 
played by Amanda Peet, he has 
a heart attack in her mother’s 
(Diane Keaton) house. He starts 
to fall in love with the mother, 
and then so does his doctor 
(Keanu Reeves) and the plot
“Hold still, this will only take a second..Tom Cruise, 
The Last Samurai, (above) aims to pull a King Solomon 
on Matt Damon and Greg Kinnear, the conjoined twins in 
Stuck on You (right).
thickens. The most promising 
aspect of the film is the 
interaction between all the great 
actors. Watching Reeves and 
Nicholson fight over Keaton will 
undoubtedly be interesting. 
However, the film seems to be 
targeted at an older than college 
aged audience; maybe this 
movie will be one to see over 
break with Mom.
Prediction: B— (PE)
Stuck on You—Dec. 12
Matt Damon and Greg 
Kinnear star as Siamese twins in 
the latest comedy from the 
Farrelly brothers. I think the 
premise alone is hysterical, but 
I’m hoping the movie is more 
like There’s Something About 
Mary than Shallow Hal. If the 
Farrellys try to make this one a
little bit heartwarming, like they 
did with Hal, the movie could 
fall flat. But if they go for broke 
and deliver the crude, offensive 
jokes they’re best at, Stuck on 
You could be their best yet. 
Prediction: B+ (PE)
Lord of the Rings: The Return 
of the King—Dec. 19
I have no doubt in my mind 
that the last installment of the 
LOTR trilogy will satisfy its 
fans. The special effects, and 
elaborate costumes will ob 
viously wow the audience. 
However, I fear that by now the 
plot has grown so complicated 
that if you’re not a die-hard fan, 
you may not be able to follow 
it. Hopefully the writers will 
keep in mind that not everyone 
cares about the minute details
of a civilization of creatures 
that don’t actually exist.
Prediction: B+ (SS)
Mona Lisa Smile—Dec. 19
Warning: this may be the 
biggest chick flick ever. It is the 
story of a Wellesley College 
professor (Julia Roberts), set in 
1953. While trying to educate 
the students of this all-girls 
college, she has to struggle 
against their inclin-ation to 
simply let men run their lives. 
It also stars Julia Stiles, Kirsten 
Dunst and Maggie Gyllenhaal, 
which promises good acting. 
As long as it doesn’t get too 
preachy, this could be a good 




Music to heat you up... maybe
by Joe Mavodones ’05 
A&E Staff
Now that the most anticipated 
album of the year—Jay Z’s The 
Black Album—has already 
dropped, you may be thinking 
that there’s no other album worth 
your $15. Weil, you’re probably 
right. Nonetheless, let’s take a 
look at what the rap world has in 
store for us this holiday season.
Missy Elliot
This Is Not A Test
I usually don’t mind Missy 
Elliot. Supa Dupa Fly was a fun 
album, and Under Construction 
was even better. But I have one 
request for Missy's fifth album: 
no more “I put my thang down, 
flip it and reverse it.” Please - 
nothing rapped backwards! Its 
confusing, and it hurts my head. 
Prediction: B-
Nelly
Derrty Versions: The Reinven 
tions 
Seeing that Nelly’s first two 
albums were equivalent to being 
forced to watch Lifetime all day, 
I’m sure remixes of all his old
songs will be even better. Yeah, 





Forget about Nick and Jes­
sica on Newlyweds, the Big 
Tymers are the ones who really 
need their own reality show on 
MTV. Sure, their music blows, 
but a reality show with them 
and their cars ...and their 
girls...well, that would be 
great. As long as there’s another 
track on Big Money Heavy­
weight that fits the mold of “#l 
Stunna,” I’II be able to live with 
the fact that the Big Tymers are 




Up until last week, I thought 
Nick Cannon was only an MTV 
VJ. Then, out of nowhere, I’m 
bombarded with Nick Cannon: 
Making The Video. How did 
this happen? Was he a rapper 
before he started working for 
MTV? Or was it just the pow­
ers at MTV that made this all 
possible? Either way, I’m sure 




Westside Connection’s 1996 
debut effort Bow Down was 
one of my favorite albums in 
high school. I mean, it was eas­
ily one of the greatest gangster 
rap albums ever. Match that to­
gether with me cruising the 
“gangster” streets of Portland, 
Maine, and it was a perfect fit, 
right? Well maybe not, but I’m 
sure that Ice Cube, Mack 10, 




The Lost Tapes, Vol. 2
With the release of The Lost 
Tapes Volume 1 in 2002, hip 
hop heads were provided with 
a long awaited dose of vintage 
Nas. The disc was just loaded 
with classics like “Purple.” 
Now with Volume 2 on its way, 
it doesn’t take a fool to recog 





With Jay-Z officially retir 
ing from rap and Beanie Sigel 
on his way to prison, it’s time 
for Memphis Bleek to stand up 
and shine as Roc-A-Fella’s best 
emcee. The only problem—he 
doesn’t have the mic-skill. 
Coming of Age was weak, The 
Understanding was even 
worse, and M.A.D.E will un 
doubtedly be another sub par 





Is it just me, or would hav 
ing Juvenile (or any other 
member of the Cash Money 
Millionaires) get Punk’d by 
Ashton Kutcher be one of the 
funniest moments in the history 
of cable TV? I mean, imagine 
Ashton “stealing” Juvenile’s 
Escalade, then Juve turns 
around and starts waving a gun. 
High comedy. As for the album, 
well, Juve the Great probably 




The Lex Diamond Story
I realized the other day that 
the one CD I was lacking most 
from my collection was 
Raekwon’s Only Built 4 Cuban 
Linx. It’s a bona fide classic, 
and is at the top of my Christ 
mas list. Now, after almost a 
decade since the release of Cu 
ban Linx, Raekwon is back for 
his third album, and gets some 
help from Fat Joe, Ghostface 
Killah, and Method Man. I just 
have a feeling about this one. 
Trust me.
Prediction: A
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Give the gift of music
A&E music hounds Dan Devine ’04 and Matt Hess ’05 take 




I can’t help but wonder what an 
Ashanti Christmas would actually be 
like. Santa would have to ditch the 
sleigh, and come bounding through the 
snow on an elephant while wearing 
nothing but, say, a skimpy collared shirt 
and a cowboy hat. All of those delightful 
little elves could probably be replaced 
by a million equally tiny Ja Rules, and 
Irv Gotti would have to be the red nosed 
reindeer guiding the whole thing. To 
quote Saturday Night Live’s Norm 
McDonald: “Happy birthday Jesus, I 
hope you like crap.”
Prediction: D+ (MH)
The Beatles
Let It Be...Naked—Nov. 18
Paul McCartney has long voiced his 
unhappiness with producer Phil 
Spector’s overly elaborate mix of the 
Beatles’ 1970 swan song album. Let It 
Be. Thankfully, with a little help from 
modern technology, the 1969 sessions 
that became the foundation for the album 
have been reworked, stripped down and 
packaged into Let it Be...Naked. With 
the classic tunes refreshingly devoid of 
Spector’s dense wall of sound, Let It 





Pre-pubescent teens across America, 
rejoice! Indeed, there’s nothing quite like 
40 minutes of bubble gum-flavored punk 
to sweeten up the holidays. While 
Blink’s videos are usually good for a few 
laughs, I have to ask—do we really need 
more punk-pop crap assaulting the 





Sure, the almighty Gloved-One 
probably hasn’t churned out a number 
one hit since the mid- 1990’s, but that’s 
no reason to deny the King of Pop his 
classics. “Rock With You,” “Billie Jean,” 
"Black or White”—they’re all thrown in 
the mix here. And plus, there’s a new 
track Written and produced by R. Kelly. 




Films About Ghosts—Nov. 25
Even though it sports a number of 
great tunes, this career-spanning 
retrospective is only worth buying if you 
don’t already have August and 
Everything After and Recovering the 
Satellites (which, by the way, you 
should). The only neat touch is the 
inclusion of “Einstein on the Beach,” a 
damn good non-album single that was 
included on the 1994 DGC Rarities, Vol. 
I compilation. But you’re better off just 
going and picking that up, too; at least 
that way you avoid the ubiquitous 





Considering the only cool things this 
guy has ever done include hard-rocking 
Anna Kournikova in a video and making
a really unsettling Doritos commercial, 




Take a Look in the Mirror—Nov. 25
Korn seems to love letting their fans 
do all the work. Devoted “Korn Kids” 
have done everything from creating 
album art to actually directing one of the 
band’s videos. Now, these poor souls that 
ramble through the malls of America in 
their ridiculously baggy black pants and 
Insane Clown Posse t-shirts must be 
called upon for their most arduous task 




I Don’t Know Who I Am—Nov. 25
R.E.M. guitarist Peter Buck and Scott 
McCaughey of the Young Fresh Fellows 
have turned out great jangle-pop 
melodies with their side project, the 
Minus 5, for a number of years, and their 
last two releases (2001’s split with the 
Young Fresh Fellows, Because We Hate 
You/Let The War Against Music Begin, 
and last year’s excellent Down With 
Wilco, featuring Jeff Tweedy and 
company) have rivaled the recent 
material either has recorded with his 
primary group. I think this will make 
the under-the-radar / Don’t Know Who 1 
Am one of the more interesting albums 




Tapping the talents of everyone from 
banjo virtuoso Bela Fleck to Incubus 
guitarist Mike Einziger, the Portuguese/ 
Canadian singer seems determined to 
depart from the beat-laden melodic pop 
that made her debut album, Whoa Nelly! 
a smash. Though Nelly’s self-confidence 
level has, in the past, been described as 
borderline robotic, she should still rest 
assured that her flavorful yet refined 




The Singles 1992-2003—Nov. 25
Let’s all note that this is a “singles” 
collection as opposed to a “greatest hits” 
compilation, probably because no one 
in their right minds could ever see “Hey 
Baby” and “Hella Good” as the 
“greatest” of anything. It really puts the 
Gwen Stefani Era in perspective to see 
that “Spiderwebs” and “I’m Just A Girl” 
were really her “salad days.” Even as 
we speak, we can be sure that some­




Life On Display—Nov; 25
Maybe it’s because Fred Durst 
scouted Puddle of Mudd that makes me 
a little suspicious of them, or perhaps 
it’s the fact that these guys clearly think 
they're badass enough to put two “d”s 




Diary of Alicia Keys—Dec. 2
Hands down the most beautiful 
woman in R&B, Alicia Key’s music has
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Christmas in Providence
A&Epreviews two holiday plays coming soon to local 
theaters that are sure to put you in a merry mood
by Anna Kukowski ’06
A&E Staff
A Child’s Christmas in Wales? I 
hadn’t heard of it either—at least not as 
a play. Dylan Thomas’ famous and 
beloved prose poetry is adapted for the 
stage this season by 
THEATERS the Sandra Fein- 
PREVlEWi stein-Gamm The 
ater during its Nov. 
20-Dec. 23 run. It is the company’s 
second time performing this work—it 
last appeared on their Providence stage 
in 1998.
It is a Christmas story about fa 
milies and snowballs and times past— 
classically heartwarming. As a char 
acter. Dylan Thomas (actor Chris 
Byrnes) is the narrator of this play 
adaptation. He finds himself recalling 
his youth and telling the story of an 
earlier Christmas. We see the typical 
barrage of holiday friends and family 
represented in Uncle Tudor (Tom 
Epsein), neighbor Mrs. Prothero (Rae 
Mancini), and Grandpa (Tom Oakes)— 
just a few of the characters that create 
the amusing tide of events, along with 
the words and thoughts of an optimistic 
young boy. Thomas creates a rem­
iniscent portrayal of Christmases 
obviously long, long ago that should be 
appropriate for stage adaptation.
This is by no means a traditional 
Christmas drama. Instead. Thomas’s 
wonderful sing-songy word com­
binations tell of a simpler time full of 
Christmas spirit and splendor. Snow is 
not just snow—it is instead “that wool­
white bell-tongued ball of holidays 
resting at the rim of the carol-singing 
sea." While reading Thomas’ work, we 
can’t tear our eyes off the page. So how 
well is this timeless prose poetry going 
to translate into acting? The rhythm and 
cadence of poetry alone can be 
completely heartwarming when 
performed to perfection—or wholly 
disappointing upon the occurrence of the 
slightest word fumble. Thomas’s words 
are beautiful in their pure, written form, 
but it will take the most talented of 
performers to pay them justice in the 
Gamm production.
Director Anthony Estrella describes 
Thomas’s poems as “beautiful, searing, 
and celebratory revelations of the human 
spirit... buoyant and fun, and also 
wonderfully and honestly sentimental." 
In order to preserve this, Estrella has 
made strides to ease its translation onto 
stage. Estrella employed Welsh native
T. CHARLES ERICKSON/Trinity Rep
SANDRA FEINSTEIN-GAMM THEATER
John Morgan (who performed in the 
production in 1998) to help with speech 
and diction. Not only are these actors 
going to have to perfect Thomas’s 
sometime tongue-twisting phraseology, 
but they will most definitely have to 
maintain the Welsh authenticity of the 
script and the dialect to produce an 
effective performance.
A Child’s Christmas in Wales is 
famous for the incredible sentimentality 
and emotion that are found in between 
the lines. Such an airy lightheartedness 
is difficult to find in even the best of 
acting abilities; the challenge resides in 
the fact that this is both a prose poem
“God bless us, every 
one”: Brian McEleney 
as Ebenezer Scrooge, 
Christopher Brady as 
Tiny Tim, and Jay 
Bragan as Bob 
Cratchit in Trinity 
Rep's 2002 production 
of A Christmas Carol, 
above. Chris Byrnes 
plays legendary Welsh 
poet Dylan Thomas in 
Sandra Feinstein- 
Gamm Theater’s 
production of A 
Child’s Christmas in 
Wales (left).
and a theatrical adaptation. Performers 
must create that Welsh-inspired, dreamy, 
irreplaceable Christmas spirit found 
within the creases of a timeless prose 
poem and in the eager innocence within 
a child’s heart—all on stage.
In another area of town, in A 
Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, we 
find a Christmas story more familiar to 
most of us. Trinity Repertory Theater, 
located right downtown in Providence, 
is doing its 27th annual production of 
the Charles Dickens classic this 
Christmas season. While you might not 
see Gonzo or Rizzo the Rat flailing 
through the eerie London skies, don’t 
groan—Trinity has a knack for trying to 
keep the production fresh and exciting, 
or it wouldn’t have been going on for 
almost 30 years.
Carol is director Pete Sampieri’s 
second mainstage production at Trinity 
Rep. His connection to Providence 
College is stronger than you may think— 
you might remember his directing 
Merrily We Roll Along (unless you have 
understandably erased the entire 
production from your memory), and he 
will be returning second semester to 
direct the Blackfriar’s Shakespearean 
parody Goodnight Desdemona, Good 
Morning Juliet. Sampieri, who is also a 
Trinity Conservatory graduate, has taken 
on the task of the annual Dickens 
production, which is a challenge of 
creativity for new directors and seasoned 
veterans alike.
It is essential that actors add their own 
personal flair to make the roles distinct 
and notable—The Christmas Carol can 
too often fall flat with repetitiveness or a 
lack of motivation. Trinity Rep balances 
two casts to keep up with the holiday zeal 
and to add flavor—both Dan Welch and 
Anne Scurria perform the character of 
Scrooge. Notable Trinity veterans return 
to the stage and perform along with 32 
young children—the youngest cast of 
children ever. This is a big deal for 
Trinity.
One notable aspect that makes this 
production different from other 
depictions of The Christmas Carol will 
be the centrality of a Brooklyn Bridge 
type structure in the set—the audience 
actually surrounds the round stage, and 
all its attention is driven to this bridge. 
The bridge, the portrayal of tenement 
housing, and the depiction of Scrooge as 
“the boss of this neighborhood” are all 
part of Sampieri’s attempts to give us a 
different window into the Dickens’ work, 
which some of us would claim we know 
all too well. “What we’re trying to 
create,” says Sampieri, “is similar, a kind 
of New York, or an epic city like New 
York or London, where we have kind of 
a crossroads of streets.” Want even more 
details? We’ll you’ll just have to go see 
the show, which runs Nov. 22-Dec. 27.
Whether it’s with Dylan Thomas’ 
young, spirited characters of a hundred 
years ago, or Charles Dickens’ well- 
known Tiny Tim, theater in Providence 
has a distinctly heart-warming tone this 
winter. What remains to be seen is if 
you’ll be able to find inspiration in the 
newer classic and if Trinity will 
successfully revive the older one.
220 Thayer St. (401) 331.5810
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Holiday albums: they’re not carols
continued from page 17
become equally alluring. Both heartfelt 
and intelligent, the singer/songwriter’s 
debut album, Songs in A Minor, put an 
urban spin on traditional soul to create a 
sound that showed maturity far beyond 
her years. Songs like “Fallin”, especially, 
brought an appreciation for other, more 
classical types of music to the forefront. 
Hopefully, Diary’ of Alicia Keys will 
feature that same depth, while allowing 
room for even more development.
Prediction: B+ (MH)
David Bowie
Best of Bowie—Dec. 2
This re-mastered two-disc greatest 
hits compilation is the perfect entry-level 
album for people who kind of dig Bowie 
but never really got into him except for 
that track your hip buddy played for you 
in his apartment. It’s not a complete 
tutorial, which isn’t really a shock—it’s 
two CDs worth of material, and the 
dude’s put out about 50 albums—but it’s 
got all the biggest hits. It’s maybe the 
only thing I can think of from this 





I’d write something clever about this 
album here, but the fact that Savage 
Garden had any hits at all (nevermind 
that there were only those two) just made 





Is it The Reason 
why commercial rock 
music is disgusting? 
Is it The Reason that 
poseurs who wish 
they were Incubus 
(noodle that one for 
awhile) can get a 
record deal? Is it 
The Reason why the 
brilliant Andrew W.K. is actually 
opening for these ass-clowns on their 
current tour? I really only need one 
Reason to leave this album on the shelf: 





I read an interview once where 
Dexter Holland and Noodles Wasserman 
of the Off 
spring talked 
about how they 
were punk be 
cause they were 
at a Circle Jerks 
show once or 
something...I 




Fly (For A White 
Guy)” was on the 
radio while I was 
reading and the contrast of cong­
ratulatory scenester back-patting and 
utter bull almost made my head explode. 
If their last ... um ... well, all of their 
albums, really, are any indication, then 
this one should most definitely be 





Ah yes, the Velvet Teddybear. I’ve 
never been a huge fan of the whole 
American Idol mentality—Paula Abdul 
saying, “Hey kids, we’re gonna shove 
some lackluster artists down your 
throats, and you’re not only going to 
vote for them, you’re going to absolutely 
love them!” With all the touring that 
will probably be needed to promote his 
the release of Soulful, his debut album, 
Ruben better be asking for a magical 
200 lb. weight drop in his stocking this 




Jive. Sony, Electra, Universal. Dreamworks, Interscope. Geffen. Virgin, 
Def Jam, Capitol, J Records, Island
Reusable Mug &
Zero Waste Coffee Hour!
'Come enjoy refreshments, learn about the campus 
recycling program and experience an event that creats NO 
waste!
Tell a friend, invite a professor AND come with
your favorite mug!
sponsored by the PC recycling Program, 
Office of Environmental Health and Safety 
Please call ext. 1881 for more details!
Sad you’re at the end of A&E?
Don’t worry, there’s more!
Check out 
www.theCowl.com 
during break for your fix... 
everyone’s doing it.
Don't be left in the dark
WHEN YOU PAY FOR COLLEGE.
There are 250,000 ways to pay for 
college with our Scholarship Channel.
www.thecowl.com/scholarships
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Whatever happened to Bob Saget?
by Megan Bishop ’07 
Portfolio Staff
Paige stared blankly ahead at the 
chalkboard. It wasn’t as if she was bored. 
No. that wasn't it. If Paige was bored 
she would cock her head to the side, 
squint her eyes just so, and 
SHORT breathe in deeply through 
STORY her nose. She would hold it 
for three or four seconds 
rolling thoughts inside her head. Letting 
the breath out of her mouth channeled 
by her lips, she would open her eyes 
again and pretend to be listening. But 
today, Paige would do no such thing. 
Paige was not bored. Rather, she was 
deep in thought. Her mind was filled 
with calculus formulas and historical de 
tails. She couldn’t stop thinking about 
her weekend plans or whether she had 
put her away message up before she left 
her room for class. She heard the squeak 
of a desk behind her, and felt a slight tap 
on her right shoulder.
“Pssst, I have a serious question.”
She spun around quickly as the 
teacher turned to face the chalkboard. 
■'Sure, what is it?” she asked.
Derek, whom Paige barely spoke to, 
was seated behind her. He smiled mis 
chievously, “What was the dog’s name 
in the television show Full House?”
Paige thought for a moment or two. 
She glanced down at Derek’s notebook, 
which consisted of a blank page of lined 
paper. Apparently the question had 
racked his brain to the extent where pay 
ing attention was not an option. “Tan 
ner, of course.” she replied rolling her 
eyes.
Derek let the answer stream though 
his consciousness before replying. 
“What kind of answer is that? Tanner? 
That’s the family’s last name.”
“Oh,” Paige replied, feeling slightly 
imprudent. “Well...uh...um...I don’t 
know. Who knows that sort of ridiculous 
information?”
Derek didn’t respond. Instead he 
turned to a girl seated to the left of him 
and asked her the same question. Paige, 
now realizing she was still facing the 
back of the room, abruptly turned back 
around. She sighed a little too loudly, and 
began to furiously write the notes that 
she had missed. But somehow her 
thoughts began to meander.
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What kind of person would remem 
ber something like that? First of all, she 
didn’t really know who this Full House- 
trivia-challenged-individual was. Sec 
ond, she didn’t need to waste her pre 
cious time thinking about something as 
mundane as the name of a four-legged 
animal. He didn’t know what he was 
talking about—Tanner was right, she 
thought. Oh wait, maybe Tanner was 
their last name. As in Danny, DJ, 
Stephanie and Michelle Tanner. Danny, 
also known as Bob Saget, sure did have 
a lot on his hands. But seriously, who 
names their kid DJ, anyway? I would 
never name my daughter DJ, or anything 
that would make someone call her that. 
Her name sounds like a second rate Disc 
Jockey you 'd hear in a shady dance club. 
What was that dog’s name anyway?
Derek had begun to ask more students 
in the surrounding desks. Now she had 
to figure it out. It was embarrassing. It 
was dumb of her to just blurt the name 
out like that.
Okay, so it’s not Tanner. Oh wait! It’s 
definitely Dancer. No, no that’s my 
Uncle’s dog’s name. This is officially 
driving me nuts.
Paige spent the duration of the class 
picking through what seemed like ev 
ery possible name for a golden retriever. 
“Lady, Hunter, Sam...” She scribbled 
them into her notebook. As the class pe 
riod wore down, there were more pet 
names than historical dates filling up the 
pages.
The first thing I’m going to do when 
class is over is go onto the Internet and 
figure this out. What would I search for, 
Full House trivia? Do they have a site 
for something like that? Who am I kid 
ding? Of course they have a site for that! 
It wouldn’t surprise me if the dog had 
its own website. In fact, the website 
would probably have links to other Full 
House alumni, like Mary-Kate and 
Ashley or Bob Saget. Whatever hap 
pened to Bob Saget anyway?
Paige felt another tap on her shoul 
der. Turning her head, she glanced be 
hind to see Derek smiling again.
“I just wanted to let you know that I 
figured it out. So you can stop probing 
your brain for me,” Derek said sarcasti 
cally.
“Really?” she paused, making the 
effort to turn and face Derek. “Not that 
it matters to me,” she began, attempting 
to act as if her desire to know wasn’t 
tearing her apart, “but what is it?”
“Ha, I’m not giving it to you that 
easy.” Paige felt defeated, and it must 
have shown on her face. “Here,” Derek 
said leaning forward, “think reindeer 
and the letter C.” Derek leaned back and 
began to stand up. Class was over, and 
Paige had failed to even notice.
She remained seated while most of 
her classmates began to vacate the room. 
What kind of clue was that... reindeer? 
As in Santa’s reindeer? Hmm let’s 
see...Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, 
Comet...Comet. That was it!
Now alone in the classroom, she bent 
down to gather her books. As she sat up 
from her chair and began to walk out of 
the classroom, she wondered if she could 
still find Comet’s webpage. And maybe 
on the quasi-famous dog’s Internet site 
there would even be links to Bob Saget’s 
site as well.
Deep in hue and even deeper in sentiment
SHORT|
STORY I
by Christine Bagley ’06 
Asst. Portfolio Editor
Gretchen crossed off each day on her 
calendar with a pink highlighter in 
anticipation of the Thanksgiving 
weekend. She flipped back at the past 
two months, noting that 
her pink slash through 
each block became more 
precise and wide as the 
weeks edged closer to her favorite 
holiday. Just a few more days until she 
was back at her home—a warm, 
comfortable farmhouse in rural Vermont. 
Looking out the window from her dorm, 
Gretchen's eyes were teased with the 
array of colors that carpeted the ground. 
Leaves of ginger, amber, cranberry, and 
honey decorated the grass. Smiling, she 
knew the autumn foliage would be even 
more gorgeous in Vermont.
She couldn’t believe how fast the 
semester had flown by and shook her 
head in doubt. It seemed as if she had 
just been bombarded with moving in, 
meeting her roommates, and battling 
hundreds of people at the bookstore. 
Now her favorite holiday weekend was 
approaching. Her mind drifted...
Back on her farm, dozens of little 
cousins run around and under the dining 
table bejeweled with her mother’s 
favorite china plates and crystal glasses 
on Thanksgiving Day. Adults would 
scold the children, but they would carry 
on, in their holiday merriment. Everyone 
would be chatting about the latest news 
at work or about sports. And of course, 
the lovely aromas of turkey, apple pie, 
candied yams, and broccoli casserole 
baked the air. Gretchen’s mom and aunts 
would start cooking at dawn, only to 
have the thankful meal devoured in less 
than a half an hour. Soft music danced 
in the air, barely audible over the shrieks 
of the children and the prattle of the 
adults.
The windows would be frosted in 
anticipation of the snowy weather. In 
the distance, chimneys piped out smoke, 
scenting the air with burning wood. 
Leaves tinted the lawns and hills. 
Gretchen would often leave the holiday 
excitement to retreat outside just to 
behold their beauty.
Roughing the crisp, bitter air, 
Gretchen would meander down the 
dusty road, hands stuffed in her pockets 
and neck enveloped in her scarf. Tree 
petals of every color crunched under her 
feet. One caught Gretchen’s eye during 
her walk and she bent over to pick up 
the burgundy maple leaf.
While fumbling, the single 
maple leaf slipped out from 
between pages and landed 
on her lap. It looked exactly as 
it had a year earlier- perfect
Every fiber of the specimen was 
precise. It was glossy on one side, 
smooth and sleek to the touch. Gretchen 
decided it was the most perfect leaf she 
had ever beheld. She placed her' new 
treasure into her pocket and headed 
back. She quietly came into the house 
and dashed up the stairs to her room.
Removing the maple leaf from her 
pocket, she placed it between two pages 
of her journal. Closing the diary and 
placing it back under her pillow, 
Gretchen headed back to the 
festivities...
Snapping back to reality, Gretchen 
replaced the cap of her highlighter. She 
returned it to the canister on her desk 
and reached for a pen. Just a few more 
days until she was home on her farm 
feasting on apple pie and letting her 
nostrils be tickled by the wood-burning 
stove smoke.
She flopped on her bed, as she did 
every day to reflect on the events of the 
day. Opening her journal, Gretchen 
flipped towards the end of the journal, 
looking for a blank page. While 
fumbling, the single maple leaf slipped 
out from between the pages and landed 
on her lap. It looked exactly as it had a 
year earlier—perfect. Gretchen smiled 
as she pondered the beauty of the 
holiday season in anticipation.
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And I thought I would never need a hall pass again
by Jessica Bon vino ’04
Portfolio Staff
“Teachers today are more than just 
instructors of various subjects. They 
are sages and advisors, counselors and 
friends, protectors and confidantes, 
supporters and co-creators 
ESSAY    IN THE VISIONS and goals of 
  their students. ” -Unknown
Next semester, instead of 
taking classes like a regular Providence 
College student, I will be teaching the 
classes. Yes, I am an Education major. 
I will not be teaching the students 
addition, about dinosaurs, or how to 
color pictures. Instead, I will be 
introducing dozens of high school 
students to the world of Romantic poetry, 
satire, American literature, and so much 
more. My DWC knowledge will actually 
come in handy, (at least the literature 
part) because I know that I will be 
teaching a humanities course that is 
inter-disciplinary with History. There 
fore, I will become a second year DWC 
professor (well, sort of).
Welcome to the work force
This semester is actually my last real 
PC semester. That is scary—beyond 
scary actually. It is completely 
horrifying. Instead of taking five classes, 
I’ll take two. And then for another nine 
credits, I will be at a high school from 
7:00 a.m .to 2:30 p.m. every day. There 
will be no days off and no room for sick 
leave. There will be no “senior skip 
days.” I cannot use the “I just don’t feel 
like going” excuse ever again. I will 
basically work a full time job for credits, 
and there is no monetary reimbursement. 
I will get up at 5:30 a.m. willingly and 
grade papers and exams all week long 
for twelve weeks.
What happens to the weekends?
My weekend will also never again 
start on a Thursday. Heck, my weekend 
may not even start because I will 
probably be so tired come Friday night 
that I will just go to sleep and not wake 
up until Sunday afternoon when I plan 
my lessons for the week.This leads me 
to wonder if I will even have a social life.
It is going to be a great last semester 
to live up at Providence College, let me 
tell you. I actually have no idea what 
life is going to be like next semester. 
But I know that it will be unlike 
anything that I have experienced before. 
Excuse me, Miss Bonvino?
Do I have fears about this new life? 
You bet I do, especially because I will 
be teaching two classes of high school 
seniors. There is just something very 
wrong about a 22-year-old teaching 18- 
year-olds. Will they listen to me? Will 
they respect me? Will they just think I’m 
a joke? These thoughts have crossed my 
mind multiple times ever since I decided 
to become a high school teacher.
Will I be comfortable having them 
call me Miss Bonvino? No. The 
students come up to me now and ask 
me my name and I almost always say 
Jessica. But, then I stop and think, and 
politely respond, “I’m Miss Bonvino.” 
Weird. Perhaps the other teachers in the 
school will just stop me in the corridors 
and ask me for my hall pass. Then I 
can reply (with only slight hesitation),
“Um, I am a teacher.”
Into the phone booth
I feel like I lead two different lives. 
During the day, I am in the Admissions 
office greeting high school seniors as 
Jessica and telling them about pertinent 
information. Yet on my school days, I’m 
dressed as a schoolteacher and the 
seniors pass me and say, “Hi, Miss 
Bonvino.” I might as well just jump into 
a phone booth, Clark Kent style, to 
change my clothes and mannerisms. I 
walk into the booth as normal and fun 
Jessica and then I dart out with a red pen 
in my hand and become “Super English 
Teacher.” It is an amazing trans 
formation.
There you have it—the last article I 
will write as a regular college student. 
Next semester my byline is going to 
read, “By Miss Bonvino, Schoolteacher 
Extraordinaire,” or something like that. 
I am just praying that the students will 
not devour me in their teenage angst. 
And maybe, just maybe, I can display 
enough authority and presence for them 
to listen to me, respect me, and learn 
something important. We shall see.
Expect the best from a poster—that’s what you’ll get
by Katie Hughes ’06 
Portfolio Staff
“Expect the best from a girl. That’s 
what you'll get.’’That’s what the poster 
on my wall at home says. I received the 
poster the summer before seventh 
grade: the summer before I 
ESSAY) began attending an all-girls 
; Catholic school. The school 
sent me that poster to get me 
excited about going to an all-girls school 
for six years and I put it on a wall in my 
room. Seven years later, I find myself 
looking at this poster (still on my wall) 
wondering if it has affected me in a 
negative way.
The poster implies that because I am 
a girl, I should automatically be thought 
superior. I believe the poster defines me 
by my gender and not by the person that 
I am. I am no longer Katie. I am Wonder 
Woman, protector of all things estrogen. 
Leader of the “He-Woman Man Hater 
Club.” The poster redirects the sentiment 
of “boy-cooties” (lost sometime after 
fourth grade) into ideas of female 
dominance.
Have I subliminally been brainwashed 
into thinking that I am better than the 
male species? Apparently, according to 
this poster, as long as you have two X 
chromosomes, you will never disappoint 
anyone, never give anyone a moment’s 
grief, never make a mistake, and always 
be perfect. Sadly, this is untrue. In these 
past seven years I think I’ve done all of 
those things at least a dozen times each 
(save for being perfect).
Although the poster does not mention 
boys or males outwardly, it does imply’ 
through exclusion, that boys will not be 
as dependable, or as well behaved, as 
girls. And yet, this quasi-feministic. 
propaganda-packed poster has brought 
out some dominating, boy-hating 
qualities, which are not founded on 
anything substantial. A poster—just a 
large piece of semi-glossy card-stock 
paper, with words on it. That’s it.
In an age of political correctness, how
There’s an all-boys 
school a few cities over 
from my old high school. 
I wonder if they receive 
posters that say, “Expect 
the best from a boy. 
That’s what you’ll get.”
did this poster slip through the cracks 
of quality control? Is there a “boy 
version” of this poster? I doubt it would 
ever make it to the shelves, let alone to 
a young boy’s wall at home. There’s an 
all-boys school a few cities over from 
my old high school. I wonder if they 
receive posters that say, “Expect the best 
from a boy. That’s what you'll get." 
Somehow I doubt it—male dominance 
is so last season. Is there a double 
standard in poster-making?
I’m thinking about revising the 
slogan. Make it a little more user 
friendly. “Expect the best from me. 
That’s what you’ll get—if I’m not taking 
a nap or busy thinking about other people 
worrying about me being the best.” Too 
wordy?
The poster is coming down. Today. 
The seven-year reign of “Girl Power,” 
which should have ended with the last 
hit single of the Spice Girls is now over. 
May its ideologies and influences rest 
in pieces.
Poetry Corner
There’s Work Yet To Be Done
by Chris Fahey ’05
Portfolio Staff
 
I’m glad I’m an English major, 
A Programmed, paper’s calculator.
I work at odd puzzle pieces sounding clearer, 
Like in a tragic romance of William Shakespeare.
I’m glad I’m thinking in Rhymes,
It’s certainly coherently helping to pass and harass the mass of time. 
I’m thinking of changing my mind...
At the next drop of a hat, about how to change
I’ll pick up another instrument, 
And play things very different. 
A guaranteed, logical consistence, 
Showing even itself no resistance, from breathing freely
Drawing all the faces I ever knew, 
Never seeing the sky exactly sky blue, 
I know I’ll probably take to erase some things later.
I ask my muse to move my pencil to paper, or paint me a brush
Grandpa’s Seeds
by Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff
I was in awe of your hands: 
Cracked and creased with age, 
Bronzed by years of tilling soil, 
Broad, sturdy, and if ever fisted, 
I’m certain it would have been terrifying.
But those same hands
That strained to prepare the garden
For carrots and corn, 
They found enough tenderness and 
Patience for working tiny beads.
I still have the rosary you made me.
You see, Grandpa,
You planted far more than
Just carrots and corn.
So that I might design another puzzle for us Land Survey
by Joan Barker ’04 
Managing Editor
The stars are 
choirs of the sky
by Sara Schepis ’04
Portfolio Staff
The stars are choirs of the sky.
They tuned an age and singing now 
The songs they will be singing still.
I stood alone on frosted hill
Sad, gazing up and asking how 
The stars are choirs of the sky
Consumed in praise they fill and fill 
The dark with light. With strength 
endow
The songs they will be singing still
Composing with a fiery will 
Most unafraid, with holy bow,
The stars are choirs of the sky
Dispel the shadows and the chill— 
The mystery will yet allow
The songs they will be singing still.
They sing —and ageless notes distill, 
Till death proclaim their silent vow: 
The stars are choirs of the sky— 
The songs they will be singing still.
Let’s stay out here 
They’ve been waiting inside and
I’ve nothing to say
Sitting in the backyard, watching blood spill in my neighbor’s garden, seeping through the blades of grass, sinking through 
the mud...you’d never see that on a road map. Dust clouds and debris shroud the sun...it’s so dark out here, in my beach 
chair.. .my eyes are closed, but I can tell shade is falling upon us—I feel the heat fade from my cheeks.. .the air grows cool, 
and a breeze picks up brushing up whispers from the driest patches of dirt...but I don’t want to head inside, my toes play 
with the pebbles as a stray dog whines through the chain-linked fence.. .1 don’t get up, I know the gate is too stubborn and 
the chain won’t give...she yelps, I sigh: The weather’s too nice too worry right now.
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You can blame it all on the duck 1’ orange
short
STORY
by Jennifer Skala ’05 
Portfolio Editor
Jocelyn Fairbanks peered through the 
cracked open oven door at the duck. The 
skin was crisp and brown and its smell 
wafted through the kitchen and into the 
dining room. Preparing duck 
’orange was a tedious task 
and required one’s full 
attention, but Jocelyn
Fairbanks was not one to have her plans 
altered neither by man nor duck.
She had told the butcher last week 
that she would need a large duck for her 
dinner party. She even reminded him 
mid-week because she knew he was 
forgetful and she had already told her 
guests what Sunday’s menu would be. 
It didn't seem to be that difficult of a 
task—after all, how many people order 
duck from a corner butcher? But when 
Jocelyn stopped in on Friday to pick up 
her fowl, the butcher stared blankly at 
her. After a tirade of politely worded 
threats and complaints, the butcher 
promised he would make some calls and 
have the duck on Saturday morning.
So Jocelyn found herself keeping a 
careful eye on the duck Sunday after­
noon. when she could have begun 
preparations for the party earlier if the 
duck had been on time. However, 
Jocelyn expected the main course for the 
evening to be as splendid as usual and 
her children would leave the penthouse 
content. There was even a chance they 
would leave more content than normal 
because Jocelyn expected big things 
from tonight’s dinner party.
Her oldest child, John, had comm 
ented last week that it had been a while 
since the whole family had gotten 
together. It was this comment that had 
prompted Jocelyn to schedule the dinner 
party because she assumed John had 
important news for the whole family and 
dinner was the perfect time to discuss 
it—not to mention, duck 1’orange was 
one of his favorites.
Jocelyn knew what John’s news was,
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but she wanted the whole family to 
witness what he had to say. John was 
going to tell the family that he and his 
wife Carrie were expecting. They were 
married in March and since it was 
already November, Jocelyn had been 
waiting for John to say something for 
some time now. His phone call last week 
only confirmed what Jocelyn had been 
suspecting and she wanted a nice family 
dinner to be the setting for the 
announcement.
Jocelyn heard the voice of John and 
her daughter Pamela in the dining room. 
She gingerly placed the duck on her best 
silver platter; she knew everyone would 
be ready to eat. Before going out to the 
dinner table, Jocelyn checked herself 
over in the mirror hanging next to the 
kitchen door. She looked good for her 
age—her hair was a faded blond, but 
the grey didn’t show and she had fewer 
wrinkles than most women. A young- 
looking grandma, she concluded as she 
pushed her way through the door.
The duck was carefully placed in the 
center of the table. Jocelyn looked up at 
the anxious faces awaiting the meal. 
John looked pleased to see his favorite 
meal and Carrie also seemed content— 
it was probably due to the glow that 
expectant mothers get, Jocelyn thought 
to herself. Pamela looked tired and 
somewhat anxious, but Jocelyn knew the 
news of a new niece or nephew would 
cheer her up. Pamela’s boyfriend Steve 
sat next to her, fidgeting in his seat. He 
always seemed uncomfortable when he 
came over to the penthouse, but Jocelyn 
thought he seemed nice enough.
Jocelyn took her place at the head of 
the table as John began to cut up the 
duck. “Well, it’s so nice for all of us to 
be together today. Especially on a day 
when there is such important news,” 
Jocelyn cheerfully announced.
Her comment was met with blank 
faces and John paused in handing out 
the duck. “Mom, I’m not sure who has 
news—but it’s not us,” he said while
Carrie nodded her head in agreement.
“Now, now everyone, there’s no need 
for this. I know about the baby,” Jocelyn 
announced matter-of-factly. The 
confused silence of the family only lasted 
until Pamela burst into tears.
“How did you find out?” Pamela 
exclaimed. The other dinner party guests 
looked at her with open mouths as Steve 
leaned over to comfort her.
“But we’re getting married, Mrs. 
Fairbanks. We really are,” Steve 
nervously fumbled over his words as he 
tried to calm Pamela down. “Uh...we 
were going to tell you about the wedding 
tonight.”
The dinner guests remained in 
surprised silence except for the quiet sobs 
from Pamela. All sat with their heads 
down as Jocelyn mindlessly began 
picking up the plates of uneaten duck.
“I knew I should have ordered the 
duck two weeks ago,” she muttered as 
she walked back into the kitchen.
Katie knows cookies and isn’t afraid to talk
by Katie McBrine ’04 
Portfolio Staff
Dear Katie.
Many people seem to have a gut and/ 
or double chin here. How can I slim 
down for summer while eating at Ray 
Cafe? -KJ.
Dear K.J.,
Being the proud owner of a double 
chin myself, I wouldn’t say I am highly 
qualified to give you nutritional 
guidance. But I will do my best.
Enjoy being portly. I have no idea 
why you are concerned with your 
summer physique when we are quickly 
approaching the eggnog/cable knit 
sweater/sledding-with-a-Ray-cafeteria- 
tray season. Perhaps you like to plan 
ahead. In which case, good for you. My 
philosophy is: hold on to those extra 
pounds until at least late May. (The extra 
Swiss Cake Rolls are good for the soul!) 
If whittling down the pounds is a 
concern for you at this point in the year, 
this is my advice for you:
In regards to the “gut” you speak of, 
perhaps it is not only our friend 
Raymond who is contributing. Our well 
known friends Bradley and Louie may 
also have a hand in the rotundness 
factor. So you may want to lay off the 
“milk and cookies” while trying to get 
in shape.
Rumor has it there is a gym on 
campus. Try going at 2 a.m. on a 
Saturday night—no one will be there. 
You can grunt and sweat in peace. 
without Britney Spears running her 23rd 
mile on the treadmill next to you or Vin 
Diesel admiring himself pumping iron 
the weight of an SUV in the minor.
As far as eating in Ray goes, your 
choices for low calorie/low fat items 
consist of water, lettuce, Diet Coke, 
grapefruit and ice. But are you aware that 
Ray cookies are also a good diet choice? 
If you break the cookie in half, all of the 
calories fall out! Also, instead of picking 
up the quick and easy cheeseburger/fries 
combo, just burn calories (and precious 
years of your life) by waiting in the 
sandwich line during peak hours.
Another idea for weight loss is to 
watch those get-fit-with-this- 
riciculously-over-priced-and-difficult- 
to-operate-machine infomercials. I do 
not mean actually order the product and 
actually lose weight by hopping on an 
apparatus. I mean simply to park your 
bum in front of the television and force 
yourself to watch. If you can’t actually 
exercise, you might as well watch people 
on TV work out—it’s almost the same 
thing.
Well, I hope my response holds some 
semblance of value. Thanks for writing.
Don’t forget to “Eat success for 
breakfast...with skim milk,”
-Katie
K. J. ’s life has been forever changed 
by Katie’s wisdom—when will 
yours be?
Send her your questions: 
pckatieknowsbest@yah.oo. com
A Blackfriars Theatre Friars Cell Production
The Mousetrap
By Agatha Christie
directed by Katie Clieely '04 and Amy Tyler '04
A Classic Who-Dunnit 
Murder Mystery
December 5-7, 2003 Tickets x 2218
Violence and Nonviolence in America:
An Open Dialogue
Featured Scenes from
Michael Moore' s Academy Award winning 
documentary,
Bowling for Columbine_____
FREE PIZZA AND REFRESHMENTS
Aquinas Study Lounge 
Wednesday, December 3 
__________ 6:00 p.m.______________  
sponsored by violence and nonviolence in 
AMERICAN CULTURE CLASS
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What are you going to do to 
shed the extra pounds from 
Thanksgiving Dinner?
“Not eating Ray for a month.” 
Christopher Malapit ’05 Nelson Debarros ’05
“Walk back to school from home on Sunday.” 
Scott Seseske ’04
“Do laps around my couch.” 
Ryan Rooney ’07 Rob Rush ’07





“Be fat and happy.” 
Ebbie Elmer ’06
Blossom and Six
“Get two pianos and have a 
tap dancing marathon.”
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts
Standouts
Kim Smith
Women’s Cross Country 
Junior — Aukland, New Zealand.
Smith captured the individual title at the NCAA North­
east Regional Championship with a time of 20:23, 
becoming the first PC runner to win the regional cham­
pionship since 1999. Behind Smith’s lead, the PC 
women placed first in the meet.
Dylan Wykes
Men’s Cross Country 
Junior — Kingston, Ontario
Wykes placed third at the NCAA Regional Champion­
ships in a time of 30:00. The PC men finished in 
second place at the meet held at Franklin Park in 
Boston on Saturday, Nov. 15.
Scores
Tuesday, November 11
Women’s Hockey vs Harvard
Thursday, November 13
Women’s Basketball vs. Turkish National Team ('
Friday. November 14
Women’s Swimming vs. CW Post/Central Conn. 
Men’s Ice Hockey vs. New Hampshire







Women’s Hockey vs. Yale W3-1
Men’s Hockey vs. Massachusetts L3-2
Men’s Basketball vs. USDBL(Exh) L 112-109 (OT)
Women’s Cross Country at NCAA Regionals 1st of 36
Men’s Cross Country at NCAA Regionals 2nd of 33
Sunday, November 16
Women’s Hockey at Princeton L4-2
Wednesday, November 19
Women’s Swimming vs. Holy Cross W 130-110
Schedules
Wednesday, November 19
Women’s Swimming & Diving at Holy Cross 6:00 p.m.
Friday, November 21
Men’s Hockey at Boston College 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 22 
Women’s Basketball vs. Furman 
Men’s Hockey vs. Maine 
Men’s Basketball vs. Hofstra 





Sunday, November 23 
Women’s Hockey at Maine 1:00 p.m.
Monday, November 24
Men’s Cross Country at NCAA Champ. 




Men’s Hockey vs. Brown (Mayor’s Cup) 




FinishLynx Women’s Cross Country Rankings MONDO Men’s Cross Country Rankings
Rank Team Rank Team Rank Team Rank Team
1 Brigham Young 11 UCLA 1 Stanford 11 BYU
2 Stanford 12 Michigan State 2 Wisconsin 12 North Carolina State
3 North Carolina 13 Wake Forest 3 Colorado 13 Georgetown
4 Notre Dame 14 Princeton 4 Iona 14 Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
5 North Carolina State 15 Villanova 5 Michigan 15 Central Michigan
6 Michigan 16 Colorado State 6 Northern Arizona 16 Colorado State
7 Colorado 17 Northern Arizona 7 Arkansas 17 PROVIDENCE
8 PROVIDENCE 18 Penn State 8 Air Force 18 Georgia
9 Columbia 19 Nebraska 9 Villanova 19 Indiana
10 Georgetown 20 Missouri 10 Ohio State 20 Arizona
poll released Nov. 17 poll released Nov. 17
CLASSIFIEDS
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PC men’s hockey: Dr. Jekyll or Mr. Hyde?
Friars upset No. 2 
New Hampshire, 
but fall to No. 9 
UMass the next 
night; Gajda earns 
Hockey East 
Player of the Week 
accolades




Keep it simple. That’s Head 
Coach Paul Pooley’s message to 
the Providence College Men’s 
Hockev team. And with food
reason. When 
the Friars keep it 
simple, they 
have the talent to
beat the No. 2 team in the 
nation. They have the ability to 
score seven goals against one of 
the country’s best goalkeepers. 
When they keep it simple, 
things usually go smoothly.
When they complicate 
matters, however, the game 
becomes frustrating, as evident 
by a 3-2 loss to nationally 
ranked No. 9 University of 
Massachusetts on Saturday, 
Nov 15.
"As great as UNH was, it 
was disappointing against 
UMass.’’ noted Pooley. "We 
couldn't have made the game 
more complicated for our 
selves."
Constantly playing catch-up 
against UMass. the Friars 
finally succumbed to the 
Minutemen, giving up the 
deciding goal on a two on one 
rush with 15:47 remaining in 
the third period.
Providence never led in the 
game, although it was able to tie 
the score at 1-1 and 2-2.
Trailing 1-0 early in the 
second period, senior Jonathan 
Goodwin netted the equalizer 
on the power play.
Later, again facing a one 
goal deficit, junior Jeff Mason 
knotted the score 6:58 into the 
second.
"I give them an awful lot of 
credit because they came up 
here three weeks ago and did the 
same thing and they got us off 
our game” said Pooley. “It was 
the same score going into the 
third period. We had some 
chances but we didn’t give 
ourselves a real chance to win 
the game.”
Sophomore Bobby Goepfert 
stopped 29 shots despite losing 
his first decision of the season.
The loss dropped the Friars 
to 6-3-2 overall and 2-3-2 in 
Hockey East contests. With the 
victory, UMass continued their 
strong start, improving to 8-2-0 
overall and a league best 5-2-0 
in Hockey East match-ups.
In a 7-4 win over the Uni­
versity of New Hampshire the 
night before, the Friars showed 
how good they are when they 
things simple.
Well, we’ve got to keep 
it simple. We’ve got to 
take care of the puck. 
We’ve got to make them 
go 200 feet to score.
We’ve got to stay out of 
the penalty box and play 
our game, do the little 
things that we need to 
do.
Paul Poolev 
Providence set the tone ear 
ly with a short-handed goal by 
Goodwin just 1:49 into the 
game. PC ended the first period
Sophomore forward Torry Gajda scored two goals and had 
one assist against UNH last weekend and earned Hockey 
East Player of the Week honors.
Gajda's stellar play was 
rewarded as he was named 
Hockey East Player of the 
Week. Over the weekend, 
Gajda tallied four points—two 
goals and two assists. He leads 
the team in scoring this season 
with 13 points (six goals and 
seven assists).
“Torry’s been good all year,” 
said Pooley. “He’s quicker this 
year and he’s gotten himself in 
better shape. He, Chris Chaput..
and Jon Goodwin have really 
elevated themselves.”
Gajda added, “I'm proud of 
myself. There’s still a lot of 
work to be done, but it’s a great 
accomplishment.”
Next up for the Friars is a 
road test against the new No. 2 
team in the country—rival 
Boston College—on Friday 
Nov. 21.
“I know a lot of kids here 
talk about the rivalry and I think 
we are going to take that to heart 
and do the best we can,” 
speculated Gajda.
As usual. Pooley’s message 
for this group is the same—keep 
it simple.
“Well, we’ve got to keep it 
simple,” preached Pooley. 
“We’ve got to take care of the 
puck. We’ve got to make them 
go 200 feet to score. We’ve got 
to stay out of the penalty box 
and we’ve got to play our game, 
do the little things that we need 
to do.”
“One night we beat UNH, 
the next night UMass beat us,” 
said Goepfert. “We got a little 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ thing going 
on.”
Undoubtedly, Pooley wants 
to see more of the simple Dr. 
Jekyll than the complicated Mr. 
Hyde as the Friars embark on 
an important game against 
Boston College.
with a 2-1 lead, thanks to senior 
Peter Zingoni’s team leading 
seventh goal of the season.
“I think we came out really 
strong. We were really excited 
to play that game and I think it 
shows” observed Goepfert. 
“We scored seven goals against 
the No. 2 team in the nation, it 
shows what we can do when we 
are playing well.”
The Friars opened the game 
up a bit in the second, as junior 
Chris Chaput and sophomore 
Torry Gajda netted goals to give 
PC a 4-1 lead. UNH scratched 
out a goal late in the period to 
keep it close heading into the 
third set.
However, PC put the game 
away shortly after intermission. 
On a power play, senior def­
enseman Stephen Wood put a 
slap shot in the net to provide 
Providence a three-goal lead.
Just twelve seconds later, Gajda 
added his second goal of the 
game, effectively insuring PC’s 
victory.
“We did it at home. We did 
it in front of our fans. They 
were the number two team in 
the nation. It was a pleasure to 
beat them,” said Gajda.
The win was Providence’s 
first home win in conference 
this year, as well as UNH’s first 
defeat in Hockey East play.
“Well, I thought it was a 
good team effort. We got con­
tributions from everybody” 
commented Pooley. “We 
started the game off with a five 
minute major, and then scoring 
a short-handed goal I thought 
really got us started. I think the 
biggest thing is we kept things 
simple. It was a great victory 
for us.”
On Monday, Nov. 17,
Unfurnished Apartments 
2-6 bedrooms Dishwasher, 
laundry facilities, alarm 
system, parking. Students 
welcome Pembroke, Eaton, 
and Oakland Streets A must- 
see’Please call Jim 
at 247-2129
Apartments for Rent: 
Several 3, 4, and 6 bed 
recently renovated apartments 
available now or for June 
2004. Houses on Oakland, 
Pembroke, Pinehurst, and 
1 yndall. Many have new 
baths, hardwoods, parking, 
laundry. Some available with 
phone, cable, and high speed 
internet jacks in every room.
Call 952-0966 or 742-4000 for 
details.
Apartments for Rent! Pembroke Ave near PC. 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd floors. 3 or 4 large bedrooms, new kitchen appliances, 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, new gas baseboard heat, and 
gas hot water, new bathrooms. Secure area with lighted 
parking. $1200 per month.
Call 274-7763. ___________
Fraternities - Sororities - 
Clubs - Student Groups 
Earn $l,000-$2,000 this 
semester with a proven 
CampusFundraiser 3 hour 
fundraising event. Our free 
programs make fundraising 
easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling 
quickly, so get with the 
program! It works.
Contact CampusFundraiser 
at (888) 923-3238, or visit 
www.campusfundraiser.com
Make Money Taking Online
Surveys Earn $10-5125 for
Surveys Earn $25-5250 for 
Focus Groups Visit
www.cash4students.com/ripc
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Friars split weekend with Ivy leaguers
PC gradually 
regaining old 
form with victory 
over Yale; loss to 
Princeton
by Pat Brown ’05 
Sports Staff
The glass was half-full for Providence 
College Women's Hockey this past 
weekend, as the team traded victories 
with its Ivy League opponents.
PC coasted to a 3-1 win over Yale on 
Saturday. November 16, and then 
dropped a 4-2 decision against No. 10 
Princeton the following Sunday. The 
split result pushes the team’s record to 
2-3-2 overall and 1-3 in the last four 
games, with each of the losses issued 
courtesy of a top-10 Ivy League rival.
Saturday's match versus the Bulldogs 
was shaping up to be an ideal opportunity 
for the Friars to showcase the squad’s 
skills and resume its winning ways. Sure 
enough, they did not disappoint.
After a scoreless first period in which 
PC mercilessly bombarded the Bulldogs 
19-4 in shots, the home side opened the 
scoring halfway into the second session.
Amid a goalmouth scramble at Yale’s 
end. junior Rush Zimmerman managed 
to feather a pass over to fellow junior 
Ashley Payton, who redirected it past the 
goalie for her second goal of the season.
Minutes later, the Friars went ahead 
2-0 on a play worthy of headlining any 
highlight reel, as they played a 
tantalizing round of “tic-tac-toe” with the 
Bulldogs’ defense. Senior Meredith 
Roth cradled the puck across the blue 
line and swung it over to sophomore 
Karen Thatcher who was barreling down 
the opposite wing.
Thatcher then picked out senior 
Darlene Stephenson, who was lurking 
unmarked at the bottom of the face-off 
circle. Stephenson collected the 
impeccable pass and wristed home the 
gamewinner from an angle tighter than 
a mermaid’s corset.
Yale grabbed one back early in the 
third period, but failed to sustain any real 
momentum. Sophomore goalie Jana 
Bugden enjoyed another solid outing, 
stopping 21 of 22 shots.
Senior defenseman Kelli Halcisak 
rounded out the scoring with 13 seconds 
remaining in regulation when she 
plugged the puck into the gaping hole 
left by an empty net.
I think we may be catching 
[Maine] at a good time. We 
need teams to continue to play 
well against us so we can get a 
true account of ourselves.
We’re really breaking it down 
shift by shift now, and hopefully 
that’ll lead to putting 120 
minutes together of good, solid, 
fundamental hockey that will 
springboard us to the next level.
Bob Deraney 
Head Coach Bob Deraney expressed 
great pleasure with his team’s 
performance. “I thought against Yale we 
had a lot of chances,” he said. “We 
executed much more consistently than 
we have in the past. I thought we did a 
lot of things much better.”
Unfortunately for Deraney and his 
players, they could not duplicate their 
domineering display when they took to 
the ice against Princeton.
Hoping to tame the Tigers in their 
own den. PC trailed their hosts midway 
through the first period, until Halcisak 
leveled the score at 1-1, doubling her 
total tally on the weekend.
Junior Hilary Greaves provided a
WEEKEND RECAP
(Below left) Senior defenseman Kelli 
Halcisak scored two goals on the 
weekend, registering one against 








(Above) Sophomore forward Karen 
Thatcher assisted on Darlene 
Stephenson’s game winning goal 
against nationally ranked No. 2 Yale 
on Friday.
(Above left)Sophomore goalkeeper 
Jana Bugden stopped 21 of the 22 















lovely feed from behind the net to 
Halcisak, who crept in from the blue line 
and slammed home a shot that would 
have made William Tell proud. Ashley 
Payton also picked up an assist on the 
play.
The deadlock was short-lived, 
however, as the Tigers went on a feeding 
frenzy for the rest of the game, pouncing 
on loose pucks and clawing their way to 
a 4-1 lead.
Greaves pulled the Friars to within 
two with eight minutes left to play, but 
when the final buzzer sounded, it was 
apparent that Providence could not 
match the eye of the Tigers on the day.
“A lot of the bounces just weren’t 
going our way,” said freshman Sonny 
Watrous, who scored her first collegiate 
point against the Tigers. “There’s not a 
team we’ve played this year that we 
haven’t been able to beat. Right now, 
we’re just working on the little things. 
If we can eliminate our little mistakes, 
we’re going to start coming up with those 
wins.”
Ashley Payton echoed her team 
mate’s sentiments with her outlook on 
the upcoming games.
“I think that we’re frustrated because 
we want to be at where we ended up at 
last year, and that's obviously not 
happening right now,” she said. “[But] 
I think we're starting to make the right 
steps, and coming together more as a 
team.”
With the Friars headed to Maine this 
weekend to challenge a squad that is 
currently undefeated in conference play, 
the stage is set for the breakthrough 
performance to which PC’s season has 
been building up thus far.
“I think we may be catching [Maine] 
at a good time,” said Deraney. “We need 
teams to continue to play well against 
us so we can really get a true account of 
ourselves. We’re really breaking it down 
shift-by-shift now, and hopefully that’ll 
lead to putting 120 minutes together of 
good, solid, fundamental hockey that 
will springboard us to the next level.”
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Friars fall in final exhibition game
WOMEN'S
BASKETBALL
by Lauren DeMauro ’05
Sports Editor
The Providence College 
Women’s Basketball team 
continued to gear up for the 
opening of the regular season 
this week 
end with its 
second and, 
final ex 
hibition game. After defeating 
Bryant College 58-50 last week, 
the Friars fell to the Turkish 
National Team. 70-66.
“You like exhibition games, 
because they don’t count,’’ said 
Head Coach Susan Yow. “But, 
as a staff and a team, they do 
count. Obviously we’re 
disappointed that we couldn’t 
put one in the win column.” 
PC went into halftime 
behind by two points, and was 
able to tie the score early into 
the second, but the team found 
itself unable to take the lead at 
any point during the rest of play.
The Friars were able to come 
within a point of Turkey on a 
layup by junior guard Keisha 
Blackwell with 3:19 to play. 
That was as close as Yow’s 
squad would get, however— 
with the National Team putting 
victory out of Providence’s 
hands by closing out the game 
with a 12-7 run.
PC fell behind early on in the 
contest with the Turkish 
National team going on a 10-0 
in the first three minutes of play. 
The Friars countered with an 
18-6 run of their own to take a 
two-point lead. The scoring 
went back and forth over the 
final minutes of the half, with 
the visitors going into the locker 
room ahead 32-30.
"Basically, European teams 
have a reputation for not playing 
defense,” said Blackwell. 
“And, we played defense like 
they did—we played at their 
level. That’s why their score 
and shooting percentage were 
so high. Wejust didn’t play any 
defense against them.”
Blackwell led the Friars with 
16 points, and classmate Gayle 
Nwafili recorded her second- 
consecutive double-double 
finishing the game with 11 
points and a game-high 10 
rebounds. Senior guard Kristin 
Quinn added 13 points for PC.
With 10 Friars playing at 
least five minutes each, part of 
the reason for the loss has to do 
with the fact that because it is 
so early in the season, there is 
no set rotation yet.
“We’ve got a lot ahead of 
us,” said Yow. “There are many 
pieces to the puzzle. Right now, 
we’re trying to find our identity 
as a team. We’re still trying to 
figure out what our strengths 
and weaknesses are as a team. 
It’s too early to tell—we haven't 
developed a set rotation yet.”
Yasemin Horasan led all 
scorers with 17 points for 
Turkey, and Naile Ivegin and 
Esmeral Ozcelik each added 12.
Despite the loss, Yow saw 
positives in the game.
“I always see positives,” she 
said. “From the first exhibition 
game we had to the second one 
that we had.”
She was pleased with the 
team’s overall shooting 
percentage from the floor in the 
game. The Friars shot 42.4 
percent from the floor, 
including just under 43 percent 
from behind the three-point line.
As far as improvements go, 
Yow cited the need for PC to 
establish a post game, both 
offensively and defensively.
“We have a ways to go,” said 
Yow. “The players are working 
well at it. We have the desire to 
be a good basketball team. We 
will be able to max out our 
potential if we are willing to 
work at it and make one another 
better on the floor.”
The Friars open their regular 
season on Saturday against 
Furman University, a contest 
Yow does not expect to be an 
easy matchup. Last year, 
Furman posted a 16-13 record, 
including an 11-7 record in the 
Southern Conference. This year 
the team returns all five starters 
including Deshana Shealey 
(14.9ppg last season), Kim 
Lawrence (11.2 ppg.), and Jen 
Nadalin (10.6ppg.).
“We’re confident going in,” 
said Nwafili. “Our coaches 
have scouted them and they 
play mostly a zone. So this 
week we’ve been working on 
our zone offense, zone defense, 
and press break so we can be 
prepared on Saturday.”
“I think that it’s significant 
that we have good practices this 
week, because they can breed 
confidence as a team leading 
into the game,” said Yow. “We 
have two tough openers this 
season—Furman and Holy 
Cross. But we like com 
petition—we have tough 
competition in the Big East. We 
have a tough and challenging 
schedule, and we’re going to hit 
it running.”
(Above) Junior guard 
Kiesha Blackwell 
scored 16 points in 
Providence’s loss to the 
Turkish National 
Team.
(Right) Junior Gayle 
Nwafili scored 11 
points and grabbed 10 
rebounds, recording 
her second straight 
double-double.




Men’s soccer can’t break luck of the Irish
PC falls to Notre 
Dame in Big 
East Tournament 
semifinals
by Kevin O’Brien ’07 
Sports Staff
A roller coaster ride of a sea 
son for the Providence College 
Men’s Soccer team drew to a 
close last Friday, courtesy of a 
narrow 1-0 loss 
MEN’S to Notre Dame 
SOCCER in Storrs, Conn.
The Fighting 
Irish, ranked sixth in the coun 
try going into the game, were 
held in check for most of the 
match, but a 67th minute goal 
by Justin Detter sent Notre 
Dame through to the final— 
which they eventually won over 
St. John’s—and left PC just 
short in their bid to reach their 
first Big East tournament finals 
in almost 20 years.
The loss sees Providence fin 
ish at 6-10-3 on the year, a 
record that by no means does 
justice to the type of progress 
the team has made over the 
course of the season. A seventh 
place finish in the Big East and 
a quarterfinal win over second- 
seeded Virginia Tech spoke vol 
umes about the character of this 
young team, and even the heart 
breaking loss to Notre Dame 
cannot stop the squad from feel 
ing that it has made real 
progress.
Head Coach Chaka Daley, 
for one, was happy with his 
team’s performance in the game 
as well as over the course of the 
season. “It was a very even 
game,” he said. “Our kids defi 
nitely showed up to play on a 
major stage in college soccer, so 
that’s a big thing.”
“We’re getting better every 
year. Now we just want to get 
to that next step,” he continued.
If the events of this year are 
any indication, that next step is 
well within the reach of this Fri 
ars team. After a year of ups 
and downs in which they fin 
ished seventh in the Big East, 
Providence advanced to the 
semifinals for the first time 
since 1987 courtesy of an up 
set, penalty kick win over Vir 
ginia Tech. Hoping to reach the 
finals for the first time since 
1984, the Friars struggled val 
iantly but were ultimately un 
able to come up with a win over 
the Fighting Irish.
One of the things Providence 
focused on heading into the 
game was not giving up an early 
goal, something that hurt them 
in the previous meeting between 
the sides. With cold, windy 
conditions, the Friars were suc 
cessful in holding Notre Dame 
scoreless throughout the first 
half. Daley noted that he was 
especially pleased with the play 
of his defense.
“Going in, I told the guys to 
treat the game like a heavy 
weight fight,” he said. “It was 
pretty even shots-wise and 
pretty even in possession.”
“We didn’t give up the early 
goal we had the last time we 
played. We stayed with them,” 
observed sophomore forward 
Eoin Lynch, who finishes the 
season as the team’s leading 
scorer with eight tallies. “We 
just didn’t get the goal we were 
looking for. But we definitely 
gave them a scare.”
Senior defender Greg 
Bennett concurred. “I think we 
did okay in the game,” he said. 
“It’s just that Notre Dame is a 
very good side. We’re not quite 
at that level yet, but they’re one 
of those good teams you want 
to be competing with.”
(Above) Freshman midfielder David 
Chase sends the ball upfield to the 
offense. The Friars were shut out by 
Notre Dame, 1-0 in the semifinals of 
the Big East Tournament on Friday.
(Left) Sophomore midfielder Ian 
Wexler looks to cross the ball.
NORA CASSIDY '05/The Cowl
In time, Providence may be 
competing with the Notre 
Dames of the world. When 
Daley took over as Head Coach 
three years ago, the team fin 
ished 0-10 in the Big East. Last 
year saw the Friars finish 5-5 
in the Big East and qualify for 
the tournament. The upward 
movement continued this year, 
with PC posting a 5-4-1 record 
in Big East play and advancing 
to the tournament semifinals. 
The top six teams in the con 
ference were given at-large bids 
to the NCAA tournament—the 
Friars, in seventh, must know 
that they are not far away from 
taking that proverbial next step.
And with a relatively young 
squad, Providence has what it 
takes to improve even more. 
The starting 11 for Saturday’s 
game included two seniors, two 
juniors, four sophomores, and 
three freshmen—a young team 
by anyone’s standards. Provi­
dence will graduate just four 
seniors this year, and Daley will 
look to replace his graduates 
with yet another stellar recruit­
ing class.
“We’re going to continue to 
bring in competitive classes,” 
said Daley. “And, hopefully 
that’s going to make us more 
visible on a national scope.”
Looking forward, the players 
also see room for improvement.
“I think we just have to stay 
consistent,” assessed sopho 
more midfielder Anthony 
Petrarca. “This year we just 
weren’t as consistent as we 
wanted to be, so I’d say that con 
sistency is definitely a key.”
Lynch agreed, saying that, 
“Losing in the semis is a bit of a 
letdown. Making the Big East 
finals is definitely our goal next 
year.”
For the seniors, whose col­
lege soccer careers have now 
drawn to a close, the event was 
bittersweet. Bennett echoed 
these sentiments.
“It’s a nice way to finish 
off, doing something PC 
hasn’t done in so long,’ he said. 
“Last year was a stepping 
stone and this year is a step 
ping stone. With the squad 
they have already, making the 
Big East semifinals is a good 
experience for the young play 
ers.”
Those young players have 
now experienced what it is to 
win and will be asked to build 
upon that success in the years 
to come. With a successful 
season behind them and the 
program improving year by 
year, the players will only get 
better.
“We just want to continue 
our current progression,” 
Daley said.
If they succeed in doing so, 
the best may just be yet to 
come.
One-two finish at Regionals, NCAAs up next
by Lauren DeMauro ’05 
Sports Editor
It was another impressive 
outing for the Providence 
College Cross Country teams 
this past weekend at the NCAA 
Northeast Reg- 
CROSS ional Cham- 
COUNTRY pionships held 
in Frankin Park, 
Mass. The nationally ranked 
No. 8 women’s team finished 
first at the meet, and the No. 21 
men’s side finished in second 
place. With the results, both 
teams automatically qualified 
for the NCAA Championships 
Nov. 24 at Byrnes Park/Irv 
Warren Memorial Golf Course 
in Waterloo, Iowa.
The men’s strong finish 
moved the team up in the 
national rankings, improving 
them to No. 17 in the MONDO 
Division I Cross Country 
National Poll released Nov. 18. 
The women, despite the first 
place finish, remained at the No. 
8 spot.
Providence Head Coach Ray 
Treacy was more than pleased 
with the finishes.
“It was better than I ex 
pected,” he said. “It was the 
best race of the season by far for 
both teams.”
The women defeated 
nationally ranked No. 9 
Columbia, to earn the program’s 
third NCAA Regional title. The 
crown adds to the titles the 
Friars earned in 1998 and 1999. 
Junior Kim Smith captured her 
fifth individual title of the 
season, completing the six- 
kilometer course in a time of 
20:23 to become PC’s first 
NCAA Regional Champion
Our goal starting every 
season is to go to the 
nationals. We’ve 
achieved one of our 
goals—to get there. 
Now, our goal is to 
place well. 
               Ray Treacy
since Heather Capello in 1999.
A handful of runners also 
had strong showings, beginning 
with junior Mary Cullen, who 
put forth a very strong effort, 
finishing in second place with 
a time of 20:31. Sophomore 
Fiona Crombie, junior Deirdre 
Byrne, and senior Lisa Cappello 
all scored for PC, placing 
eighth, 15th, and 23rd res­
pectively.
“We were expecting a one- 
two finish from Kim [Smith] 
and Mary [Cullen],” said 
Treacy. “Fiona, Deirdre, and 
Lisa ran much better than they 
had in Big Easts. It was the big 
difference for us in the race. 
They ran like they had at the 
Penn State Invitational.”
The men placed second, 
finishing just behind No. 4 Iona. 
“We were definitely proud 
of how we did,” said junior 
Dylan Wykes. “There was 
some pressure from other teams 
like Brown and Columbia 
before the race. But we were 
well prepared and we came out 
well.”
Wykes led Providence with 
a third place finish, completing 
the 10K course in 30:00. 
Classmate Patrick Moulton also 
placed in the top-10 for the 
Friars, finishing in eighth place.
“Dylan [Wykes] ran his best 
ever cross country race at 
Providence College,” said 
Treacy. “And Patrick [Mou 
lton] was as solid as ever. We 
can always depend on him, and 
we did.”
Three other runners scored 
for Providence, with grad­
student Tim Curran, junior 
Patrick Guidera and sophomore 
Joe Dionne finishing 13th, 
24th, and 25th, respectively.
“The break out performance 
of the race was Tim Curran’s,” 
said Treacy. “It was the big 
difference for us in getting so 
close to Iona.”
Treacy was extremely proud 
of his men’s squad.
“We were hoping for sec 
ond,” he said. “We knew that 
we had to finish second to go 
to the NCAA Championships. 
We expected Iona to take first. 
We knew that our backs were 
against the wall, but we 
responded to the occasion very 
well. We ran Iona very close— 
something that told a lot about 
our team. When the chips were 
down they responded mag 
nificently.”
Now that the Regional meet 
is over, the Friars will turn their 
attention to the championship 
meet, which will take place this 
Monday in Iowa.
For the men, it is the team’s 
ninth straight year qualifying 
for the Championships, and for 
the women, it is the team’s 15th 
straight trip.
Last season, the women, 
led by Cullen, placed sixth at 
the Championships—the 
team’s best finish since 1997, 
while the men placed 13th.
This year, the goal for the 
men is to place within the top 
15 of the 31 teams, with the 
favorite to win being Stanford.
“The way the regional tur 
ned out, we will go to the 
NCAA Championships with a 
lot of confidence,” said 
Wykes. “Hopefully we’ll 
finish in the top 12 or 10. But 
with the way we ran at 
Regionals, I think we are 
definitely confident going in.”
For the women, the goal is 
to place within the top five or 
six spots with the Champ 
ionships expected to be a battle 
between BYU and Stanford.
Individually, Treacy hopes 
to have Cullen and Smith place 
within the top six or eight 
spots, with Smith perhaps in 
the top three.
“Our goal starting every 
season is to go to the 
nationals,” said Treacy. 
“We’ve achieved one of our 
goals—to get there. Now, our 
goal is to place well.”
